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Tis  a  great  fault  in  a  chronologer 
To  turn  parasite  an  absolute  historian 
Should  he  be  in  fear  of  none — neither 
should  he 

Write  anything  more  than  the  truth  for 
friendship 
Or  else  for  hate. 


— Linqua 

*  *  *  -& 

a'Tis  in  all  books  the  chief 

Of  all  perfections  to  be  plain  and  brief. 

— Butler 
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INTRODUCTION 


With  the  marriage  of  LYDIA  EXIRA  KIRK  and 
ROY  MADISON  WILSON  (my  parents)  two  large  fami¬ 
lies,  the  KIRKS  and  the  WILSONS,  were  united. 
My  grandmother  Kirk’s  maiden  name  was  Sophronia 
Garrison  and  the  maiden  name  of  my  grandmother 

Wilson  was  Nora  H.  Hobday. 

^  . 

After  seven  years  of  family  research  I  pre¬ 
sent  the  first  written  genealogy  of  our  family 
to  you,  who  are  the  descendants  of  James  Garri¬ 
son,  Collins  Ellis  Kirk,  James  Wilson,  Sr.,  and 
John  Edward  Hobday ,  Sr.  Many  biographies,  obit¬ 
uaries  and  other  history  which  may  be  of  inter¬ 
est  to  you  are  included  in  this  family  tree. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  it  to 
you  with  my  very  best  wishes  to  each  one. 

Clarence  K.  Wilson 


VII 


FAMILY  MEMURANDUM  OF 


BIRTHS 


MARRIAGES 


DEATHS 


Keep  your  family  record  up-to-date  by  re¬ 
cording  all  births,  marriages  and  deaths  on 
this  page.  The  author  of  this  book  would  ap¬ 
preciate  your  sending  him  a  copy  of  the  records 
which  you  record  here  each  year. 
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THE  GARRISON  FAMILY 


THE  GARRISON  FAMILY 


The  Garrison  Family,  which  has  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  history,  finds  its  place  in  this  geneal¬ 
ogy  through  the  marriage  of  Sophronia  Garrison 
and  John  B.  Kirk  (my  grandparents).  The  Garri¬ 
sons  came  to  this  country  many  years  ago  from 
Ireland  and  settled  in  the  state  of  Virginia, 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Early  in  the 
nineteenth  century  the  forefathers  of  James 
Garrison,  whose  family  I  am  about  to  relate, 
migrated  from  Virginia  to  Mason  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  they  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  . 

James  Garrison  was  captain  of  a  towboat  on 
the  Ohio  River. 

The  following  records  are  copied  from  the 
Mason  County,  Kentucky,  records  and  it  is  said 
by  good  authority  that  these  are  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  James  Garrison: 

George  Garrison ,  Jr .,  married  Betsy  James, 
January  1, 1825.  George  Garrison,  Sr., 
bondsman.  (George  Garrison,  Sr.,  evi¬ 
dently  was  James  Garrison’s  father.) 
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Jane  Garrison  married  Soloman  Orrns  (or 
Owens)  May  7,  1828.  William  Mitchell, 
bondsman . 

Sophia  Garrison  married  Moser  Sloop,  April 
22,  1828.  George  Bryarly,  bondsman. 

Samuel  Y.  Garrison  married  Ann  Eliza 
Pogue,  June  19,  1829.  Samuel  Lyon, 
bondsman.  Robert  Pogue  was  Ann  Eliza’s 
father’s  name. 

James  Garrison  was  married  to  Maria  (Mary) 
Sullivan  on  February  1,  1825,  with  the  signature 
of  Stephen  Pierce,  Jr.,  as  bondsman.  Mason 
County,  Kentucky,  records  show  the  following 
Sullivan  marriages: 

Narcissa  Sullivan  (sister  to  Mary)  married 
William  H.  Parker,  November  8,  1825. 
Randolph  Sullivan  (possibly  Mary’s  and 
her  father),  bondsman. 

Beverly  Sull i van  ( brother  of  Mary)  married 
Elizabeth  Thornton,  April  27,  1825. 

Elias  Acil  (?)  bondsman. 

William  John  Sullivan  (brother  to  Mary) 
married  Mary  Worley,  January  1,  1829. 
John  Willoughby,  bondsman.  Consent 
Sarah  Worley.  Witness,  Daniel  Worley. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mary  Sullivan’s  mother 
was  Beverly  Taliaferro. 

After  their  marriage  James  and  Mary  Sullivan 
Garrison  went  to  housekeeping  on  Lawrence  Creek 
in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  and  to  them  were  born 
ten  children,  viz.,  Susan,  Ann,  Mary,  Eliza, 
Elnore,  Sallie,  William,  Alexander,  Beulah,  and 
Elijah . 
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SUSAN  GARRISON  /as  married  to  Charles  Ridg¬ 
way,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  wedding  was  held 
at  Fitch’s  Chapel  in  Brown  County,  Ohio.  To 
them  were  born  three  children:  Horace  Mann, 
who  was  named  by  the  great  educator  while  hold¬ 
ing  him  ijn  his  arms  at  the  age  of  three  months 
when  he,  Horace  Mann,  was  a  guest  at  the  Ridgway 
home;  Nathaniel  Cradit;  and  Louella  Rice.  Na¬ 
thaniel  was  named  for  Mr.  Ridgway’s  partner  in 
the  business  firm  of  Ridgway  and  Cradit,  and 
Louella  (Eva)  was  named  for  Mrs.  Louella  Rice 
Lockey  (Mrs.  L.  M.).  Children  of  Mr.  Ridgway 
by  a  former  marriage  were  Richard  Crozier, 
George,  Sarah,  McClain,  Alice,  Scott  and  Taylor 
(twins),  and  Charles  Ridgway. 

Horace  Ridgway,  son  of  Charles  and  Susan 
(Garrison)  Ridgway,  died  at  the  age  of  19  years 
from  pneumonia,  contracted  while  catching  drift 
in.  the  Ohio  River  during  flood  stage. 

Nathaniel  Cradit  Ridgway  married  Sallie  Dun¬ 
lap  McCague,  daughter  of  Captain  William  H.  and 
Agnes  Gay  Dickens  McCague,  January  20,  1880,  at 
Ripley,  Ohio,  where  both  families  resided. 

Louella  (Eva)  Rice  Ridgway  married  Harry 
Balsley,  a  druggist  of  Joplin,  Missouri,  but 
only  lived  three  years  after  their  marriage. 
To  them  one  daughter  was  born  at  their  home  in 
Joplin.  Her  name  was  Virgiiine  and  she  married 
Frank  Higgins  of  New  York,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  viz.,  Dorothy  Ridgway, 
Richard  Wynne,  Virgiiine,  and  Louise. 

To  Nathaniel  and  Sallie  (McCague)  Ridgway 
were  born  two  children:  Nathaniel  Cradit,  Jr., 
known  as  "Little  Nate”  ;  and  Grace  Moore  Ridgway. 
Little  Nate  died  of  malignant  scarlet  fever 
November  17,  1886,  while  visiting  relatives  at 
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Glenlock,  Kansas,  and  the  mother,  SaJLlie,  died 
February  16,  1887. 

Grace  Moore  Ridgway  married  John  Samuel 
White  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
son,  Nathaniel  Ridgway  White,  on  March  10,  1910. 
He  married  Mary  Lowndes,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
October  17,  1935,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son, 
William  Samuel  White,  on  May  8,  1937.  Nate  is 
now  Lieutenant  White,  serving  in  World  War  II 
and  is  at  present  located  with  the  United  States 
Navy  in  the  Aleutian  Islands.  They  reside  in 
Berkeley,  California. 

After  Samuel  Whitens  death,  Grace  married 
June  2,  1917,  Warren  Shonert,  editor  of  THE 
FALMOUTH  OUTLOOK,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son, 
Warren  Jeffrey,  Jr.,  September  26,  1922.  He 
is  now  assisting  his  father  in  editing  THE 
FALMOUTH  OUTLOOK. 


Nothing  is  known  about  ANN  GARRISON,  the 
second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Garrison. 
MARY  GARRISON  married  a.  Mr.  Eaton.  ^  \ 

ELIZA  GARRISON  married  a  Mr.  Campbell  and 
resided  at  Peoria,  Illinois. 

ELNORE  GARRISON  married  a  Mr.  Wood. 

SALLIES GARRISON  ‘married  a  Mr.  Edmonds  and  to 
this  union  were  born  three  children:  Irma, 
Robert,  and  Luzora.  Mr.  Edmonds  died  and  Sallie 
later  married  Robert  Garrison  (no  relation  to 
this  family)  and  to  this  union  three  children 
were  born. 


WILLIAM  (DOC)  GARRISON  was  married  to  Sallie 
Sowers.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children: 
Ben,  George,  William,  Samuel,  Sarris,  and  Mary 
(all  of  whom  are  deceased),  Venia  and  Nora  who 
reside  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Vina  who  mar- 
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ried  Albert  Hensel  and  lived  in  Ripley  and 
reared  a  family  of  several  children. 

ALEXANDER  GARRISON  married  Susan  Goslin  and 
to  this  union  were  born  three  children:  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Jorda,  and  Alice.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  then  married  Delia  Ruther.  Their 
children  were  James,  Arthur,  Elijah,  and  Jane. 

BEULAH  GARRISON  was  married  and  had  five 
children . 

ELIJAH  GARRISON,  the  tenth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Garrison  (nee  Mary  Sullivan),  was 
born  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  April  3,  1829, 
and  died  July  15,  1905.  He  was  married  to 
Margaret  Steel,  August  15,  1850.  She  was  born 
September  4,  1820,  and  died  September  4,  1899. 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  ELIJAH  GARRISON 

"Elijah  Garrison,  P.  0.,  Aberdeen,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  April  3,  1829, 
and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  Sullivan 
Garrison,  natives'  of  Virginia,  who  settled  in 
Kentucky  in  an  early  day,  where  they  lived  for 
a  number  of  years  when  they  removed  to  this 
county  and  afterwards  removed  to  Indiana  where 
they  now  reside.  Three  of  their  children,  viz., 
William,  Susan,  and  our  subject  reside  in  Brown 
County.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Kentucky  until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he 
came  to  this  county  and  in  1853  went  to  Indiana 
where  he  lived  until  1865  at  which  time  he  re¬ 
turned  to  this  county  and  located  where  he  now 
resides.  He  owns  120  acres  of  land,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Charter  Oak  Lodge,  No.  137, 
I.O.O.F.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  They  were  married  in  1850. 
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She  was  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  John  Steel, 
of  this  county,  formerly  of  Virginia*  Seven 
children  have  been  born  unto  them ,  viz William , 
James,  Thomas,  Sophronia,  John,  Mary  (deceased), 
and  Sarah*  Mr*  Garrison  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  life  and  his  ever  effort  has  been  blessed 
with  success.” 

—THE  BROWN  COUNTY  HIST0RY--1883 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison  were  born 
seven  children,  viz.,  William  Rhine,  James  A., 
Sarah  Belle,  Mary  Jane,  Sophronia,  Thomas  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  John. 

William  Rhine  Garrison  was  born  July  3,  1851, 
and  died  January  16,  1932.  He  was  married  De¬ 
cember  31,  1874,  to  Susan  Scott  who  was  born 
November  1,  1852,  and  died  August  13,  1937.  To 
this  union  were  born  ten  children:  Elbert  Eli¬ 
jah,  Berenice  Howard,  Parker  N.  Bradford,  Mar¬ 
garet  Maxwell,  Mary  Elizabeth,  James  Scott, 
Nathan  Ridgway,  Martin  Bruce,  Emanuel  Carl, 
and  George  Willard. 

Elbert  Elijah  Garrison  was  born  November  25, 
1875  and  married  Josephine  Scott.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children:  Gladys  Violet,  born 
June  9,  1902,  married  James  Roger  Cook--two 
children,  Evelyn  and  James  Roger,  Jr.;  Russell, 
born  November  19,  1903,  married  Sylvia  Crutcher 
--one  daughter,  Lucille;  Leonard,  born  March  20, 
1905,  married  Nancy  Jones--one  child,  Helen- 
after  Leonard  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  were  di¬ 
vorced,  he  married  Catherine  Wardle — two  chil¬ 
dren,  Louise  and  Pauline;  Stanley,  born  F'ebruary 
18,  1907 ,  married  Beulah  Rankin— three  children, 
Dora,  Geneva  and  Georgia  May;  and  Elbert  Eli¬ 
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jah,  Jr.,  born  May  3,  1915,  married.  Loraine 
Barnett--two  children,  Ronald  Allen  and  Jo  Anne. 

Pernice  Howard  Garrison  was  born  September 
2,  1877,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  George 
W.  Brittingham.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children  whose  names  and  birth  dates  are: 
Vertner  David,  August  30,  1898;  Glen  Earl, 
March  24,  1900;  George  Leon,  April  18,  1902; 
Augustus' Ray,  0ctober20,  19075;  Margaret  Frances,, 
March  5,  1906;  Robert  Marion,  February  27,  lylO; 
Wilber  Carol,  December  20,  1911;  Berenice,  Au¬ 
gust  31,  1914  (stillborn);  Richard,  February  7, 
1916;  and  Buford  Eugene,  September  7,  1922. 
Margaret  Frances  Brittingham  was  married  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1936,  to  William  Perry  Hicks.  To  them 
has  been  born  one  son,  William  Perry,  Jr., 
September  21,  1937.  Three  children,  vi.2=, 
Frances  Marion,  George  Robert,  and  Lawrence 
Maxwell  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Brittingham  (nee  Laura  Baker).  Wilber  Carol 
Brittingham  married  Anna  Laura  Bramlett  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Anna  Carol.- 

Parker  N.  Bradford,  the  third  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  R.  Garrison  (nee  Susan  Scott) 
was  born  March  14,  1879,  and  died  December  10, 
1936.  He  was  never  married. 

Margaret  Maxwell  Garrison  was  born  June  6, 
1881,  and  married  James  Forrest  Marquis,  Febru¬ 
ary  26,  1907.  They  have  two  children:-  William 
Oscar,  born  July  4,  1909,  and  James  Forrest,  Jr., 
born  August  4,  1911.  William  Oscar  married 
August  2,  1928,  Nancy  Carter  and  they  have  one 
child,  Frances  Sue,  born  July  27,  1929.  James 
Forrest ,  Jr .,  married  Mary  Lou  Yelton  on  December 
30,  1932.  They  have  one  child,  Betsey  Lou, 
born  February  6,  1935. 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Garrison  was  born  January  19, 
1883,  and  was  never  married. 

James  Scott  Garrison  was  born  April  18, 
1885,  and  married  Ada  Lee  Hill.  They  have  two 
children,  viz.,  James  Lee,  born  March  24,  1912, 
.and  Vernon  Webb,  born,  May  31,  1920. 

Nathan  Ridgeway  Garrison’s  birth  was  an 
event  of  February  18,  1887.  He  chose  Florence 
Abbie  Long  for  his  life’s  companion.  They  have 
two  children,  Bradford  Townley,  born  May  22, 
1921,  and  Flordia  Ridgeway,  born  February  9,. 
1923. 

Martin  Bruce  Garrison  was  born  February  4, 
1889,  and  married  Elsie  Jones.  When  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  board  a  ferryboat  on  the  snowy  night 
of  March  1,  1930,  they  accidentally  drove  into 
the  river  and  both  were  drowned.  One  child, 
Melford  Lee,  who  was  born  July  19,  1919,  sur¬ 
vives  . 

Emanuel  Carl  Garrison  was  born  November  19, 
1891,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Gladys 
Morrison.  No  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union . 

George  Willard,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  R.  Garrison  (nee  Susan  Scott), 
was  born  July  31,  1893.  He  married  Anna  Mae 
Moore.  Ann  Elizabeth  was  born  February  26,  1922, 
and  Thomas  Moore,  October  23,  1927. 

James  A.  Garrison,  the  second  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison  (nee  Margaret  Steel), 
was  born  October  23,  1852,  in  Brown  County, 
Ohio.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Pence  in  the  year  1876.  To  this  happy  union 
were  born  seven  children:  Clarence,  Naomi, 
Margaret,  Grover,  Effie  Jane  (deceased),  Mary 
Lou,  and  Glen.  Miss  Elisabeth  Pence  was  born 


THE  GARRISON  FAMILY 


September  5,  1885,  and  was  called  to  "that  land 
beyond  the  river,"  December  21,  1927.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rison  who  was  91  years  young  and  enjoyed  good 
health  at  his  home  in  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma, 
died  May  2,  1943. 

Clarence  Garrison,  P.  0 .,  Russellville ,  Ohio, 
was  born  November  18,  1875,  and  was'  married  on 
New  Year’s  Day,  1903,  to  Katie  Cooper,  daughter 
of  Philip  Cooper.  To  them  was  born  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1903,  one  daughter,  Anna  Frances, 
who  was  never  married.  Mr.  Garrison  is  a  farmer 
and  a  carpenter. 

Naomi  Garrison  was  born  January  16,  1879,  and 
was  married  April  6,  1902,  to  Joseph  T.  Wilson. 
To  this  union  were  born  six  children:  Bessie 
Lee,  September  5,  1903;  Otis,  December  4,  1904; 
Leon  S.,  September  23,  1906;  Daisy  May,  Septerr- 
ber  11,  1908;  Roy,  October  17,  1910;  and  Maude, 
May  24,  1918.  Bessie  Lee  Wilson  was  married 
November  6,  1923,  to  Jack  Clarence  Waters.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children  :  Jack  Clarence  , 
Jr.,  June  1,  1924;  and  Melleva,  January  25, 

1926.  Otis  R.  Wilson  was  married  October  16, 

1927,  to  Helen  Garner  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  one  daughter,  Geendeen,  who  was  born  May  18, 
1931.  Roy  Wilson  chose  Ima  Gene  Booth  as  his 
life’s  companion.  Their  marriage  was  an  event 
of  December  19,  1930.  They  have  two  children: 
Jackie  Lee  Roy,  born  November  5,  1931;  and  Dug- 
las  Eugene,  born  June  23,  1924.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  T.  Wilson  reside  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

Margaret  Garrison  was  born  September  12, 
1882.  She  was  married  in.  the  year  1902  to 
Richard  Fitch .  They  reside  in  Ponca  City,  Okla¬ 
homa,  and  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 

Buleah  and  Fae.  Buleah  was  born  February  23, 

% 
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1903,  and  married  Virgil  LaSarge  in  January, 
1922.  She  died  May  22,  1922.  Fae  was  born  No¬ 
vember  16,  1911.  She  married  J.  C.  Baker.  They 
have  one  son,  Bobby  Joe,  born  in  1929. 

Grover  Garrison  was  born  October  3,  1884, 
and  was  married  July  25,  1908,  to  Gladys  Harts¬ 
horn.  They  had  one  child,  Helen,  who  was  born, 
June  20,  1909.  Mrs.  Garrison  died  November  18, 
1918.  He  was  then  married  to  Gertude  Burdg  on 
February  26,  1920.  To  this  union  has  been  born 
two  children;  Margaratee,  June  22,  1921;  and 
James  Crawford,  February  21,  1926.  They  live 
at  1421  Hachney,  Winfield,  Kansas. 

Effie  Jane  Garrison  was  born  March  20,  1887, 
and  died  in  1890. 

Mary  Lou  Garrison  was  born  August  16,  1890. 
She  was  married  January  22,  1921,  to  T.  H. 
Bailey  and  to  this  union  no  children  were  born. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  reside  in  Gatesville,  Texas. 

Glen,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  A.  Garrison  (nee  Elizabeth  Pense),  was 
born  December  10,  1893.  He  was  married  to  Mabel 
Huff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen  Garrison  live  at  Del 
Monte  Hotel,  Kansas.  They  have  no  children. 

SARAH  BELLE  GARRISON,  the  third  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison  (nde  Margaret  Steel) 
was  born  March  7,  1855,  and  died  September  1, 

1855. 

MARY  JANF  GARRISON,  the  fourth  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison,  was  born  August  10, 

1856,  and  died  December  23,  1857. 

The  fifth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garri¬ 
son  was  named  SOPHRONIA  GARRISON.  She  was  born 
March  9,  1858,  in  Brown  County  and  died  May  21, 
1940.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  John  B. 
Kirk,  November  27,  1887.  To  this  union  were 
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born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living* 
For  their  family  see  Part  II. 

THOMAS  EDWARD  GARRISON,  the  sixth  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison,  was  born  November 
18,  1860.  When  but  a  young  man  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Anna  Howard  and  to  this  union 
was  born  one  daughter,  Lucy,  who  died  in  infan¬ 
cy.  Mrs.  Garrison  lived  only  a  short  time  after 
her  child  died  and  Mr.  Garrison  was  later  mar¬ 
ried  to  Ann  Hutchinson.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  viz.,  Edward,  Anne,  Flora,  and 
Ora  Dee.  Nothing  is  known  about  Edward.  Anne 
married  Charles  Kratzmire  and  they  reside  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Ora  Dee  was  married  and  his 
wife  died.  Flora  was  born  January  23,  1895, 
near  Aberdeen,  Ohio,  and  was  married  July  18, 
1913,  to  Grover  C.  Ballard,  son  of  Elijah  and 
Armalda  Hern  Ballard.  To  this  union  were  born 
eight  children:  Harry  C.,  Edward  G . ,  Eva  Mae, 
Elva  Catherine  (deceased),  Arthur  T.  (deceased), 
Stanley,  Pauline,  and  Jean.  Harry  C.  Ballard 
was  born  April  7,  1914,  and  married  Evelyn  Rose 
on  June  20,  1936.  Edward  G.  Ballard  was  born 
February  18,  1916,  and  married  Henrietta  Sour 
on  September  2,  1936.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  son,  Edward,  Jr.,  born  September  7,  1937. 
Later  Edward  and  Henrietta  were  divorced  and  he 
was  then  married  to  Mary  Louise  Smith,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Smith,  of  near  George¬ 
town,  Ohio.  Eva  Mae  was  born  June  28,  1918, 
and  married  Nathan  Barrett,  April  2,  1938.  Elva 
Catherine  was  born  December  1*  1920,  and  died 
January  16,  1921.  Arthur  T.  was  born  November 
15,  1921,  and  died  May  25,  1922.  Stanley  was 
born  April  1,  1923;  Pauline,  April  22,  1925; 
and  Jean,  July  12,  1930. 
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JOHN  GARRISON,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison,  was  born  April  9,  1862, 
and  died  October  19,  1935.  He  was  married  to 
Mary  Martin  on  May  18,  1882.  To  this  happy 
union  were  born  eight  children,  viz.,  Rufus, 
Andrew,  Ralph  M.,  Cora  May,  Charles,  Walter, 
Jess,  and  John,  Jr. 

Rufus  Garrison  was  born  October  22,  1883, 
and  was  married  to  Lillie  Harris,  April  10, 
1934.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children 
all  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  Frances,  born 
January  18,  1906,  married  Lindley  P.  Packer, 
March  10,  1934;  Ethel  M.,  born  July  9,  1909,  mar¬ 
ried  Walter  Barbour,  August  10,  1935;  Virgil  W., 
born  February  20,  1913,  married  Florence  Plumer, 
September  10,  1936;  Eula  May,  born  April  4, 
1915;  Laurel  J.,  born  March  8,  1924. 

Andrew  Garrison  was  born  March  15,  1885.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Dora  Howe  on  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1922.  They  have  no  children. 

Ralph  M.  Garrison  was  born  August  1,  1887. 
He  married  Eva  Witte  on  March  26, 1921.  To  them 
have  been  born  two  sons,  Vernon  and  Raymond. 
Vernon  was  born  August  22,  1921,  and  Raymond 
was  born  November  2,  1923. 

Cora  May  Garrison  was  born  October  29,  1889, 
and  died  May  2,  1890. 

Charles  Garrison  was  born  March  15,  1891. 
On  the  eighth  day  of  September,  1912,  he  married 
Deliliah  Hopkins.  Five  children  were  born  to 
this  union.  Charles,  Jr.,  the  oldest  child, 
was  born  September  17,  1913,  and  married  Mary 
K.  Murr,  August  30,  1936.  Alice  was  born  August 
21,  1915;  James,  July  9,  1921;  Thelma  June,  No¬ 
vember  15,  1926;  and  Marjorie  Ann,  August  7, 
1932. 
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Walter  Garrison  was  born  September  18,  1893. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  on  Novembers,  1928, 
to  Hilda  Holghausen.  Three  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  Their  names  and  birthdates  are: 
Norma  Jean,  August  14,  1929;  Robert  Martin,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1930;  and  Donald  Kage,  August  28, 
1935.  • 

Jess  Garrison  was  born  October  13,  1896,  and 
died  February  25,  1898. 

John  Garrison,  Jr.,  was  born  January  22, 
1901.  He  was  married  to  Audrey  Girt  on  May  4, 
1927.  They  have  no  children. 

Mrs.  John  Garrison  (nbe  Mary  Martin)  died 
October  19,  1935. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Garrison  re¬ 
sides  in  Indiana. 

> 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

This  concludes  the  genealogy  of  the  Garrison 
family.  All  data  given  herein  was  compiled 
from  members  of  the  family  whom  I  wish  to  thank 
for  their  earnest  cooperation. 
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THE  KIRK  FAMILY 


It  would  be  impossible  to  begin  the  genealo¬ 
gy  of  the  Kirk  family  without  first  mentioning 
the  Cooper  and  Fulton  families  and  reprinting 
from  the  BROWN  COUNTY  HISTORY  (published  in 
1883)  the  biographies  of  Jacob  Cooper  and  Joseph 
Fulton . 

’’'JACOB  COOPER,  (deceased)  was  born  in  Mam- 
mouth  County,  N.  J.,  Nov.  30,  1805  and  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Richmond)  Cooper 
natives  of  the  same  state.  The  latter  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  German  descent; 
while  the  Cooper  family  descended  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish.  In  1812  William  Cooper  with  his  wife  and 
twelve  children  emigrated  to  this  county  with 
team  and  wagon,  and  purchased  103  acres  of  land 
in  Huntington  Township ,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  John,  who  died 
at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  during  the  War  of  ld!2;  Jo¬ 
anna  (deceased),  Margaret,  Sidney  (killed  by 
the  Indians),  Thomas,  Charles,  Mary  Ellen, 
Zenus,  Jacob,  Eliza,  Peter  and  David,  who  were 
born  here.  Our  subject  was  only  seven  years 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  this  township,  so 
his  younger  days  were  spent  assisting  in  the 
labors  on  the  farm.  He  was  married  to  Margaret,, 
daughter  of  David,  and,  Ann  (Dragoo)  Flaugher,, 
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old  settlers,  in  the  year  1827.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  purchased  75  acres  of  land  adjoining 
his  father-in-law,  to  which  he  added  by  pur¬ 
chasing  130  acres.  On  this  place  he  lived  and 
died  December  30,  1880.  He  was  a  man  of  good, 
judgment,  quick  discernment,  and  was  honored 
with  some  of  the  offices  of  the  township.  To 
them  were  born  thirteen  children,  six  living, 
namely,  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Zenus,  Philip, 
Ezekiel,  and  narrison.  'iney  are  all  residents 
of  Huntington  Township.  Belteshazer  Dragoo  was 
a  son  of  Benjamin  Dragoo,  the  first  settler  in 
this  county.  He,  Benjamin,  joined  the  Shakers. 
Ezekiel  was  born  in  this  township  June  6,,  1841 
and  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Cooper.  His  boyhood 
was  spent  on  the  farm  and  in  the  district 
schools;  he  received  a  goad  practical  educa¬ 
tion.  He  was  married  December  29,  1864,.  to 
Ella,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Guthrie,  higgins- 
port,  this  county.  After  his  marriage  he  re¬ 
sided  on  the  farm  Joseph  Fulton  now  occupied, 
and  at  which  time  he  purchased;  four  years 
afterward  he  sold  it  and  purchased  103  acres 
where  he  now  resides,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  fourteen  acres.  The  farm  is;  well  and 
tastily  improved  and  is  in  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C Gaper*  four 
children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  MARY  ELLEN,  Joseph,  and  John,  Jacob  D., 
the  third  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Cooper 
has  held  offices  of  Trustee  and  Township  Clerk. 
Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  in  New  Market,  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  November  8,  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cooper  are  members  of  the  Bethlehem  Christian 
Church  with  which  they  have  associated  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Aber- 
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deen  Lodge,  No.  149,  F .  &  A.  M.  Jacob,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  E.  M.  Cooper  is  a  member  of  the  same 
church  and  lodge." 

"JOSEPH  FULTON,  farmer,  Aberdeen,  Ohio  was 
born  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  January  11, 
1825  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Bennett)  Fulton.  Our  subject  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Riggs  (nee  Cooper)  December  5, 
1861.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  well-known 
Jacob  Cooper  (deceased).  Mr.  Fulton  owns  134 
acres  of  choice  land  on  which  he  settled  after 
his  marriage.  Seven  children .have  been  born  to 
him,  viz.,  Cora  A.,  Cooper  L.,  Titus  B. ,  Maggie 
C.,  Clara  J.,  Charles  D. ,  and  Joseph  C.  Mrs. 
Fulton’s  first  husband,  Mathias  Riggs,  to  whom 
she  was  married  in  1849,  was  a  son  of  Nathan 
Riggs.  Three  children  were  born  to  them,  viz., 
Samuel,  Emily  C.,  and  Wylie  0.  (deceased).  Mr. 
Riggs  died  July  27,  1857." 

Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (my  great-grandfather) 
was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  September  6, 
1841,  and  died  near  Aberdeen,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  November  23,  1923.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Bethlehem  Christian  Church,  also  the  Idaho 
Lodge  of  Red  Men  at  Bradysville.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  December  20,  1866,  to  Mary  Ellen 
Cooper,  daughter  of  the  well-known  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Flaugher)  Cooper,  and  sister-in-law 
to  Joseph  Fulton.  Thus  we  have  the  relationship 
of  the  Kirks,  Coopers,  and  Fultons. 

It  was  in  July,  1933,  that  William  W.  Cooper 
of  Georgetown,  Ohio — son  of  Philip  W.  Coooer 
and  grandson  of  Jacob  Cooper--Mrs.  Myra  Kirk, 
of  near  Macon,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  William  Campbell, 
of  Russellville,  met  at  Russellville  and  made 
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plans  to  hold  a  Kirk-Cooper  Reunion  annually. 
On  September  17,  1933,  members  of  the  Kirk, 
Cooper,  and  Fulton  families  held  their  first 
reunion  at  the  Georgetown  Fair  Grounds.  William 
W.  Cooper  was  elected  the  first  president,  with 
Mrs.  Myra  Kirk,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  William 
Campbell,  treasurer.  I  was  elected  secretary 
in  1939  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  name  be 
changed  to  the  Kirk-Cooper-Fulton  Reunion,  the 
Fultons  being  closely  related,  'ihese  three 
families  still  enjoy  meeting  their  relatives 
and  friends  at  the  annual  homecoming. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (nee  Mary 
Ellen  Cooper)  were  born  seven  children,  namely, 
Jacob,  John  B.,  Jess  C.,  Lydia  M.,  Philip  L., 
Elizabeth  M.,  and  Josephine,  all  of  which  are 
deceased  but  the  latter. 

JACOB  KIRK  was  born  September  10,  1867,  and 
died  November  16,  1884.  He  was  never  married. 

JOHN  B.  KIRK  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
August  12,  1869,  and  died  near  Russellville, 
Ohio,  June  20,  1939.  On  November  27,  1887,  when 
but  only  a  young  man  of  sixteen,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sophronia  Garrison,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Garrison  (nde  Margaret 
Steel).  With  this  marriage  we  see  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  Kirks  and  the  Garrisons  (Part  I  and 
Part  II). 

John  Kirk  was  a  farmer  all  of  his  life,  be¬ 
ginning  his  successful  career  at  home  when  only 
a  small  lad.  After  his  marriage  he  moved  to  a 
farm  not  far  from  his  birthplace. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Kirk  were  born  eight 
children,  namely,  Collins  L.,  Elijah  Earl,  Mary 
Ellen  and  Margaret  (twins),  Roland,  Ethel,  and 
Lydia  Exira.  Ethel  had  a  twin  brother  who  died 
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in  infancy.  Later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  moved  to 
a  farm  near  Ash  Ridge,  Ohio,  where  they  lived 
for  twenty  years  on  the  same  farm  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  years  that  they  resided  near 
Falmouth,  Kentucky.  It  was  there  that  their 
youngest  daughter,  Lydia,  was  married  to  Roy  M. 
Wilson.  Their  marriage  is  the  connecting  link 
between  the  Kirks  and  the  Wilsons  (Part  II  and 
Part  III).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Kirk  then  re¬ 
moved  to  a  farm  near  Ash  Ridge  and  lived  there 
until  they  retired  and  moved  to  the  home  of 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  William  Campbell,  south  of 
Russellville,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Kirk  answered  the 
call  of  his  Savior  on  the  morning  of  June  20, 
1939.  Mrs.  Kirk  spent  her  last  days  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  (my  mother)  Lydia  Wilson, 
where  she  died  May  21,  1940. 

Collins  L.  Kirk  was  born  November  12,  1888, 
and  was  ‘never  married.  He  was  called  to  tne 
colors  during  the  World  War  of  1917  and  1918. 
He  lives  at  the  Ohio  Sailors  and  Soldiers  Home 
near  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Elijah  Earl  Kirk  was  born  March  19,  1890, 
and  has  spent  his  entire  life  farming,  now  re¬ 
siding  near  Georgetown,  Ohio.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rachel  Jordan,  March  16,  1914.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  daughters. 
Stella  May  was  born  October  26,  1914,  married 
August  16,  1933,  to  Russell  Gillett,  and  they 
have  four  children,  namely,  Theodore  'Earl ,  born 
November  15,  1934;  Carl  Russell,  born  November 
7,  1936;  Carolyn  Dee,  born  February  26,  1938; 
and  Bonita  Sue,  born  December  29,  1941.  The 
Gillett  family  resides  in  Hamersville,  Ohio. 
Stella  May  is  a  graduate  of  the  Georgetown  High 
School.  Hazel,  the  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs,  Elijah  Kirk,  was  born  January  28,  1917, 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  same  school.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Joe  Martin,  February  26,  1938,  and  they  live 
near  Feesburg,  Ohio,  and  have  one  daughter  Judy 
Ruth,  who  was  born  May  28,  1941,  Esther  Ellen, 
the  third  daughter,  is  a  graduate  of  Georgetown 
High  School  and  was  born  May  29,  1918.  She  is 
employed  in  ’Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Lydia  Jean,  the 
youngest  daughter,  was  born  September  2,  1925. 
She  attended  the  Georgetown  School  for  nearly 
twelve  years.  In  March,  1943,  of  her^senior 
year  at  school,  she  married  Chester  Jones  and 
they  reside  in  Cincinnati. 

Mary  Ellen  and  Margaret  (twins)  were  born 
March  21,  1892.  Mary  Ellen  was  married  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1913,  to  William  Knott  who  was  a  stock 
trader  in  the  vicinity  of  Russellville,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Knott  died  August  2,  1914.  Mr.  Knott  has 
since  remarried. 

OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  MARY  ELLEN  (KIRK)  KNOTT 

"Mary  Ellen  Knott,  wife  of  William  Knott  and 
daughter  of  John  and  Sophronia  (Garrison)  Kirk, 
was  born  near  Aberdeen,  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
March  21,  1892,  and  died  August  2,  1914,  aged 
22  years,  4  months,  and  12  days. 

"She  joined  the  Bethlehem  Christian  Church 
in  1910,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Law- 
will.  She  moved  to  the  Russellville  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  year  1910,  after  which  she  moved 
her  membership  to  the  Russellville  Christian 
Church,  and  in  1913  she  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
McDaniel . 

"She  was  married  to  William  Knott  on  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1913,  Rev.  Quinlin  officiating. 
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"She  leaves  a  husband,  father,  mother,  three 
brothers,  and  three  sisters  to  mourn  her  loss. 

"She  bore  her  sickness  uncomplainingly,  and 
when  she  was  asked  how  she  was,  she  would  say 
she  was  all  right.  A  day  or  two  before  she 
passed  away  she  was  heard  to  sing  'God  Be  With 
You  Till  We  Meet  Again'  and  'Some  Sweet  Day  By 
and  By . * 

"The  funeral  services  conducted  by  Rev.  C. 
C.  Lawwill  were  held  at  the  Russellville  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  Tuesday,  August  4.  Interment  was 
made  at  Linwood  Cemetery." 

Margaret,  the  twin  sister  of  Mary,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  William  A.  Campbell  on  the  7th 
of  January,  1914.  They  reside  on  a  farm  just 
south  of  Russellville,  Ohio.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  namely,  John  William, 
Robert  Lee,  Ethel  Catherine,  and  Ray  Allen. 
John  William  was  born  October  29,  1914,  and  died 
April  19,  1926,  while  he  was  yet  attending 
Russellville  High  School.  Robert  Lee  was  born 
October  8,  1917.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  same 
school  and  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  White 
&  Loudon,  Georgetown  jobbers,  prior  to  his  in¬ 
duction  in  the  United  States  Army  in  1942.  He 
was  married  September  14,  1942,  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  to  Henrietta  Wahl,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stanley  Wahl  of  Georgetown ,  Ohio .  Miss 
Wahl  is  a  graduate  of  the  Georgetown  High 
School.  Ethel  Catherine  was  born  September  23, 
1919,  and  in  the  midst  of  her  high  school  ca¬ 
reer  she  was  called  to  "that  land  that  is  fair¬ 
er  than  day,"  February  16,  1935.  Ray  Allen, 
the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A. 
Campbell  (nde  Margaret  Kirk),  was  born  October 
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21,  1929,  He  is  a  student  at  the  Russellville- 
Jefferson  School. 

OBITUARY  OF  JOHN  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL 

"John  William  Campbell,  the  oldest  child  of 
William  and  Margaret  Campbell,  was  born  October 
29,  1914,  and  lived  until  April  19,  1926,  reach¬ 
ing  the  age  of  11  years,  5  months,  and  20  days. 
His  entire  life  was  spent  near  Russellville, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  intermediate 
department  of  school.  His  church  home  was  the 
Christian  Church  of  Russellville  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Sabbath  School.  His  loss  is 
mourned  by  father,  mother,  a  younger  brother 
and  sister,  three  grandparents,  many  other  rel¬ 
atives,  and  a  host  of  friends.  This  young  life 
at  its  close  was  on  the  borderland  between 
childhood  and  youth,  that  age  at  which  visions 
of  the  future  begin  to  appear.  We  have  no  way 
of  knowing  what  his  future  aspirations  were, 
but  we  feel  assured  from  the  observation  of  his 
short  life,  that  whatsoever  he  would  have  at¬ 
tempted  he  would  have  accomplished.  The  happy 
combination  of  unselfishness,  devotion  to  duty, 
thoroughness,  and  the  desire, to  please  his  par¬ 
ents  ,  teachers  ,  and  friends,  were  characteristic 
of  him.  We  have  never  observed  anyone  more 
grateful  for  all  kindness  shown  him;  he  was 
frequently  heard  to  exclaim  on  receiving  some 
little  remembrance  from  any  of  his  host  of 
friends,  'How  can  I  ever  repay  them?* --too  un¬ 
selfish  to  realize  that  his  past  life  had  mer¬ 
ited  all  that  had  been  bestowed  upon  him. 

"During  the  period  of  his  illness  which  was 
severe  from  the  beginning,  he  was  ever  in  a 
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cheerful  state  of  mind.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
understand  these  things,  and  it  is  better  so. 
But  we  know  whom  we  have  believed  and  are  per¬ 
suaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  we 
have  committed  unto  Him  against  that  day. 

"In  life  we  expect  death.  We  may  escape  the 
numerous  evils  incident  to  childhood  and  youth, 
but  we  must  expect  to  be  cut  down  by  the  all 
devouring  scythe  of  time,  and  gathered  by  our 
Father.  Yet  withal  Death  loves  a  shining  mark, 
and  perhaps  that  which  we  know  as  Death,  again 
noting  the  lack  of  buds  in  our  flower  vision  of 
heaven,  sees  where  heaven’s  beauty  can  be  made 
more  resplendent,  thrusts  forth  his  keen  sickle 
and  plucks  our  most  promising  buds. 

"’To  live  in  the  hearts  we  leave  behind  is 
not  to  die.*  And  who  can  say  that  this  young 
life  has  not  in  its  twelve  years  exerted  a 
greater  influence  than  some  who  have  lived 
their  threescore  and  ten.  To  his  parents  we 
can  truly  say,  ’You  too  have  your  treasures  in 
heaven.1  Truly  at  the  present  we  cannot  under¬ 
stand;  but  sometime  the  silver  cord  that  has 
been  broken  will  be  tied,  and  by  the  light  of 
the  lamp  of  His  love  the  golden  bowl  will  be 
mended.  And  may  we  learn  to  know  that  death  is 
but  a  messenger,  sent  by  a  Great  Ruler,  to 
transport  us  in  the  Ark  of  Safety  over  this 
tempestuous  sea  to  be  safely  moored  in  the  peace¬ 
ful  harbor  to  await  the  coming  of  our  loved 
ones. 


God  knows  the  way,  He  holds  the  key, 

He  guides  us  with  un-erring  hand; 
Sometime  with  tearless  eyes  we’ll  see; 
Yes,  up  there,  we’-ll  understand." 
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OBITUARY  OF  ETHEL  CATHERINE  CAMPBELL 

M0n  September  23,  1919,  there  was  placed  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Campbell  a 
tiny  babe. 

"The  cup  of  parental  happiness  overflowed 
with  joy  in  the  anticipation  of  the  happy  days 
the  future  would  hold  for  them  in  rearing  this 
tiny  bud  of  humanity. 

"She  was  given  the  name  of  Ethel  Catherine, 
and  as  she  grew  the  hopes  for  her  future  were 
manifested  by  her  parents  as  they  sought  to 
rear  her  as  a  Christian  girl. 

"They  carefully  guided  her  through  the  grad¬ 
ed  school  and  saw  her  in  the  midst  of  her  high 
school  career.  A  quiet  studious  young  lady, 
loved  by  all  her  classmates  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  her,  was  she.  The  Christian  in¬ 
fluence  of  her  parents  was  manifested  in  Ltnei 
Catherine’s  young  life  when  at  the  early  age  of 
nine  she  united  with  the  Christian  Church,  of 
Russellville,  Ohio. 

"God  in  his  wisdom  saw  fit  on  January  10, 
1935,  when  Ethel  Catherine  had  attained  the  age 
of  15  years,  3  months,  and  2  days,  to  call  her 
to  her  spirit  home.  Just  a  few  daysbefore,  she 
was  a  happy  pupil  spreading  sunshine  and  cheer 
where  she  was  present.  Truly  it  has  been  said, 

*  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.’ 

"Many  fond  hopes  of  the  parents  have  been 
blasted;  many  have  ended  in  frustration.  The 
passing  of  this  young  life  leaves  a  vacancy  in 
the  family  circle  that  cannot  be  filled;  let  us 
try  to  realize  that  our  loss  is  heaven’s  gain, 
and  that  we  all  have  additional  treasures  laid 
up  in  heaven. 
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’’Besides  her  parents  she  leaves  two  broth¬ 
ers,  Robert  Lee  and  Ray  Allen,  many  relatives, 
and  a  host  of  friends.  One  brother,  John  Wil¬ 
liam,  preceded  her  to  the  Great  Beyond  a  few 
years  ago. 

”We  cannot  understand  the  wisdom  of  God,  but 
His  promises  are  sure,  and  He  has  said  that  all 
things  will  be  made  plain.  Until  that  time  lei 
us  trust  Him  and  fear  not;  for  He  will  lead  us 
through  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  and 
bring  about  a  reunion  of  the  souls  of  our  de¬ 
parted  friends  and  relatives." 

Roland  B.  Kirk,  of  Georgetown,  Ohio,  was  born 
October  28,  1893,  in  Brown  County.  Ohio.  He 
has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  years  he  lived  in  Ft.  Thomas,  Kentucky,* 
during  which  time  he  drove  a  huckster  wagon. 
He  was  married  April  12,  1926,  to  Ethel  Watson. 
They  had  four  children:  namely,  Stanley  B., 
born  November  15,  1926;  Helen  Estelle,  born  No¬ 
vember  18,  1928;  John  Earl,  born  July  7,  1933; 
their  youngest  son  died  when  a  few  days  old. 
Stanley,  Helen,  and  John  Earl  are  students  of 
the  Georgetown  Public  Schools. 

Ethel  Kirk  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
July  28,  1897.  As  has  already  been  related, 
she  had  a  twin  brother  who  died  in  infancy. 
Ethel  was  married  to  Bernard  Haitz  of  Ripley, 
Ohio,  February  19,  1938.  They  reside  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio.  She  is  now  employed  at  the 
Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation. 

Lydia  Exira,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  B.  Kirk  (nde  Sophronia  Garrison),  was 
born  December  24,  1898.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
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Falmouth  (Ky.)  High  School.  She  was  married 
August  7,  1918,  to  Roy  M.  Wilson,  son  of  Thomas 
Pickett  and  Nora  (Hobday)  Wilson.  For  their 
family  see  Part  III. 

OBITUARY  OF  JOHN  B.  KIRK 

"John  B.  Kirk  was  born  in  eastern  Brown 
County,  August  12,  1869.  He  spent  almost  all 
of  his  entire  life  of  69  years,  8  months,  and 
12  days  in  the  county  of  his  birth. 

"He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
four  boys  and  four  girls.  Left  motherless  at  a 
very  early  age,  he  was  maternally  cared  for  by 
his  devoted  step-mother  who  survives  him. 

"In  1887  he  was  married  to  Sophronia  Garri¬ 
son.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  children: 
Collins,  of  Georgetown;  Elijah,  of  Georgetown; 
Margaret,  of  Russellville;  Roland,  of  Ramers- 
ville;  Ethel,  of  Cincinnati;  Lydia,  of  George¬ 
town;  and  Mary  who  died  in  1914.  He  also  leaves 
thirteen  grandchildren  and  three  great-grand¬ 
children  . 

"Always  when  circumstances  permitted  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Congregational  Church  of  Russellville 
--recently  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Reverend 
Canter. 

"John  Kirk  was  a  good  farmer,  a  royal  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  a  staunch  friend.  His  house  was  as 
open  and  free  as  the  heart  of  its  owner;  his 
home  was  a  gathering  place  for  his  neighbors. 
His  home  was  representative  of  that  hospitality 
which  we  fear  is  fast  disappearing. 

"He  was  always  of  a  jovial  disposition -- 
spreading  sunshine  and  dispelling  gloom  in  his 
everyday  life.  This  characteristic  did  not  de- 
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sert  him  even  in  the  last  weeks  of  his  life. 
As  a  patient  of  the  writer,  I  shall  always  re¬ 
member  him  as  jovial  and  grateful. 

”As  a  friend  and  neighbor,  we  with  countless 
others  feel  deeply  stricken  at  the  loss  which 
we  have  sustained,  and  we  know  that  fHe  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lambf  will  look 
down  with  infinite  compassion  upon  the  widow 
and  fatherless  in  their  hour  of  desolation.” 

OBITUARY  OF 

MRS.  SOPHRONIA  (GARRISON)  KIRK 

"Sophronia  Garrison  Kirk  was  born  March  9, 
1858,  arid  lived  until  May  21,  1940,  being  at 
her  death  82  years,  2  months,  and  13  days  old. 

"She  was  born  in  the  state  of  Missouri  and 
was  one  of  the  seven  children  born  to  Elijah 
and  Margaret  (Steel)  Garrison.  Two  brothers 
are  living:  James,  of  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma; 
and  Thomas,  of  Ft.  Thomas,  Kentucky.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  John  B.  Kirk,  November  27, 
1887.  He  preceded  her  in  death  June  20,  1939. 
To  them  were  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom 
have  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond--the  first  in 
infancy  and  Mary  Ellen  Knott  who  died  August  2, 
1914. 

"The  children  living  are:  Collins,  of  Rus¬ 
sellville;  Elijah,  of  Georgetown;  Roland,  of 
Hamersville;  Margaret  M.  Campbell,  of  Russell¬ 
ville;  Ethel  Haitz,  of  Cincinnati;  and  Lydia 
Wilson,  of  Georgetown.  She  also  leaves  13  grand¬ 
children  and  three  great-grand-children. 

"Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Christian 
Church  and  lived  her  religion  daily. 

"We  are  from  a  matter  of  record  now  writing 
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finis  to  a  pioneer  family  that  until  a  few  years 
age  was  a  power  and  strength  in  its  community. 
The  body  has  now  gone  the  way  of  material 
things,  but  its  influence  has  been  passed  on 
and  will  now  be  borne  by  the  children  who  were 
so  well  trained  by  their  parents  in  the  right 
way  of  living. 

’’The  pages  of  her  life-book  have  been  open 
all  these  years--they  are  now  closed,  but  fit¬ 
tingly  may  we  close  by  saying  what  has  so  often 
been  said  before,  ’To  live  in  the  hearts  that 
we  leave  behind  is  not  to  die.'” 

i 

JESS  C.  KIRK,  the  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (nde  Mary  Ellen  Cooper),  was 
born  in  Brown  County,  May  25, 1871.  He  followed 
the  farming  occupation  his  entire  life,  most  of 
which  was  spent  in  the  county  of  his  birth.  On 
December  1,  1929,  he  was  called  to  his  heavenly 
home.  November  26,  1896,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Myra  Shelton.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  viz.,  Roy  Lee,  William, 
Elizabeth,  and  Earl,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Roy  Lee  was  born  August  18,  1897.  He  was 
married  July  17,  1924,  to  Erma  Coffman.  Tiey 
have  two  children,  Verda  Elner,  born  October  29, 
1928,  and  James  Clement,  born  August  23,  1929. 

William  Kirk  was  born  January  3,  1905,  and 
was  married  June  18,  1927,  to  Grace  Stewart. 
They  reside  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  May  26, 
1935;  and  Dale  Howard,  born  May  18,  1932. 

Elizabeth  Kirk  was  born  November  22,  1910, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  September  21,  1932, 
to  Earl  Kaucher,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Kaucher.  They  reside  in  Russellville,  Ohio, 
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where  they  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
nlastic  wall  plaques  and  ornaments.  They  do 
excellent  work  and  have  a  great  demand  for 
their  products.  They  have  one  son,  Donald 
Earl,  who  was  born  December  23,  1936. 

Earl  Kirk  was  born  November  1,  1915.  He  was 
married  to  Lola  Gaffin  February  14,  1937,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Linda  Sharon,  who  was 
born  July  17,  1941.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Kirk  re¬ 
side  north  of  Ash  Ridge  and  are  engaged  in 
farming. 

Lydia  Margaret  Kirk,  the  fourth  child  of 
Collins  Ellis  and  Mary  Ellen  (Cooper)  Kirk,  was 
born  October  6,  1872,  and  died  February  8, 
1924.  She  was  married  April  26,  1891,  to 
William  E.  Davis  who  is  engaged  in  tobacco 
marketing  at  Ripley,  Ohio.  To  them  were  born 
three  children,  namely,  Florence,  Melburn,  and 
Walter  C. 

Florence  Davis  was  born  June  11,  1892.  She 
married  Augustus  Fauths  on  November  2,  1912. 
They  have  two  sons:  Richard,  born  September  1, 
1914,  died  a  young  man;  and  William,  born  March 
27,  1916. 

Melburn  Davis  was  born  January  3,  1900.  He 
married  Clara  E.  Groh  on  October  20,  1921. 
They  have  three  children:  Virginia,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1923;  Evelyn,  born  March  24,  1925;  and 
Betty. 


OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  LYDIA  (KIRK)  DAVIS 

MMrs  Lydia  (Kirk)  Davis,  the  fourth  child 
of  Collins  Ellis  and  Mary  Ellen  (Cooper)  Kirk, 
was  born  near  Aberdeen,  Ohio,  on  October  6, 
1872,  and  died  February  8,  192,4,  at  her  home  on 
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Eagle  Creek  from  the  effects  of  heart  trouble. 

"Miss  Kirk  united  with  the  Bethlehem  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  in  1887  and  was  baptized  on  August 
3,  1900.  She  remained  a  true  believer  of 
Christ  until  she  was  called  to  her  heavenly 
home . 

"On  April  26,  1891,  Lydia  was  united  in 
marriage  with  William  E.  Davis,  prominent  citi¬ 
zen  of  Ripley,  Ohio.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children,  namely,  Florence,  Walter,  and 
Melburn,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

"Mrs.  Davis  was  a  faithful  wife,  a  true  lov¬ 
ing  mother,  and  an  excellent  housekeeper.  She 
had  many  friends  who  were  greatly  shocked  when 
they  heard  of  her  death.” 

PHILIP  LEE1  KIRK,'',  the  fifth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk,  was  born  August  4, 
1875,  and  died  January  12, 1938.  He  was  married 
March  9,  1904,  to  Effie  Ellis.  He  and  his  wife 
lived  on  a  farm  near  Arnheim,  Ohio.  To  them 
were  born  two  sons,  John  Lee  and  Ralph. 

Johnny  Lee  Kirk  was  born  April  27,  1906,  and 
was  married  October  16,  1934,  to  Rosalee  Saut¬ 
ter.  Johnny  and  his  wife  operate  the  Welcome 
Inn  which  is  the  Greyhound  Bus  Station  at  Rus¬ 
sellville.  Johnny  Lee  is  now  serving  in  the 
United  States  Army. 

Ralph  was  born  June  14,  1908,  and  lives  at 
home  with  his  mother.  Ralph  and  Johnny  Lee 
both  graduated  from  the  Russellville-Jef f erson 
High  School. 

ELIZABETH  MARIE  KIRK,  the  sixth  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk,  was  born  in  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  February  18,  1878.  In  the  year 
1900  she  went  to  Loda,  Illinois ,  with  her  broth- 
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er  Jess  and  his  family  with  whom  she  made 
her  home  for  about  three  years.  During  the 
year  of  1903  she  went  to  Paxton,  Illinois,  and 
lived  with  a  family  by  the  name  of  Martin  for 
almost  four  years.  On  February  7,  1906,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Earle  Orr,  a  farmer 
living  near  Rankin,  Illinois.  She  died  on  June 
19,  1942. 

OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  LLiZADLi n  (ninn)  Orth 

’'Friends  in  the  Paxton  and  Clarence  communi¬ 
ties  learned  with  deep  regret  Friday  morning  of 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Earle  Orr,  which  occurred  in 
the  home  south  of  Clarence  at  12:10  o’clock, 

A .  M » 

"Funeral  rites  for  Mrs.  Earle  Orr,  whose  sad 
passing  occurred  early  Saturday  morning,  were 
conducted  Monday  afternoon  at  1:30  o’clock  at 
the  Mt.  Olivet  Church,  southeast  of  Paxton. 
Rev.  Mervin  Wright,  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  Paxton,  officiated.  During  the  rites, 
which  were  very  largely  attended  by  the  many 
friends  and  neighbors  of  the  deceased,  the  se¬ 
lections,  'It  Is  Well  With  My  Soul'  and  'Beau¬ 
tiful  Isle  of  Somewhere',  were  sweetly  sung  by 
a  ladies'  quartette,  namely  Mrs.  Amos  Kamerer, 
Mrs.  Arthur  Malbry,  Miss  Josephin  Adkins,  and 
Miss  Barbara  Adkins.  Rev.  Wright  was  the  ac¬ 
companist. 

"At  the  close  of  the  services,  the  cortege 
moved  to  Paxton  where  entombment  took  place  in 
Glen  cemetery  with  Messrs.  Tilden  Adkins, 
George  Shumate,  Scott  Shumate,  Leonard  Harring¬ 
ton,  James  Goodwin,  and  Eric  Peterson  serving 
as  pallbearers.  The  beautiful  flowers  were  ar- 
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ranged  by  Mrs,  Tilden  Adkins,  George  Shumate, 
Scott  Shumate,  Leonard  Harrington,  James  Martin, 
and  Ray  Hand. 

"The  deceased,  formerly  Elizabeth  Marie 
Kirk,  daughter  of  the  late  Collins  and  Mary  El¬ 
len  Kirk,  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Ohio,  sixty-two 
years  ago.  In  1906  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Earle  Orr,  of  the  Clarence  community. 
The  new  home  was  established  on  a  farm  south  of 
that  place  where  they  have  since  resided.  Be¬ 
sides  the  sorrowing  husband,  she  is  survived  by 
a  sister,  Mrs.  C.  K.  Dameron,  of  Aberdeen,  0., 
half-sister,  Mrs.  Dan  Scott,  and  half-brother, 
Mr.  Gwynne  Kirk,  of  Russellville,  Ohio.  There 
are  also  several  nieces  and  nephews  to  mourn 
her  sad  passing. 

"Mrs.  Orr,  gifted  with  more  than  usual  in¬ 
telligence  of  mind  and  generosity  of  heart, 
leaves  to  her  family  and  her  friends  the  fra¬ 
grant  memory  of  a  gracious  and  lovely  character. 
Her  death  is  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community 
where  she  spent  the  last  thirty-four  years  of 
her  useful  life." 

JOSEPHINE  KIRK ,  the  seventh  and  youngest 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (nee 
Mary  Ellen  Cooper),  was  born  February  24,  1880. 
She  was  married  December  23, 1901,  to  Charles 
Dameron.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children, 
Francis  Lee  and  Lana  Marie. 

Francis  Lee  was  born  October  7,  1902.  He 
was  married  August  4,  1936,  to  Miss  Emma  Harmon. 
They  live  in  Maysville,  Kentucky. 

Lana  Marie  was  born  December  12,  1904,  and 
married  Sylvester  Eveslage  on  June  12,  1922. 
They  have  one  son,  Sylvester  Lee,  who  was  born 
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April  25,  1923.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Ripley 
High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eveslage  live  in. 
Ripley,  Ohio  where  he  is  city  mail  carrier. 

Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (nde  Mary  Ellen  Coo¬ 
per)  was  born  May  14,  1843,  and  died  November 
10,  1880.  After  her  death  Collins  Ellis  Kirk 
was  married  October  16,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Extra 
(Carter)  Helm,  widow  of  the  late  Abner  Helm. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Hester  Lowe 
Carter  and  was  born  May  6,  1856.  She  died  Au¬ 
gust  5,  1939. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  Ellis  Kirk  (nee 
Exira  Carter  Helm)  were  born  three  children, 
namely:  Gwynne,  Elsie,  and  Lucy. 

GWYNNE  KIRK,  Russellville,  Ohio  was  born 
near  Aberdeen,  Ohio,  August  15,  1882.  He  has 
been  a  farmer  all  of  his  life  and  is  also  a 
carpenter.  He  was  married  December  24,  1903  to 
Ethel  Burbage  and  to  this  union  were  born  four 
children,  namely:  Joseph  Glenn,  Mildred,  Nel¬ 
lie  Florence,  and  Bertha  Lucille. 

Joseph  Glenn  Kirk  was  born  October  8,  1904. 
He  was  married  November  24,  1928  to  Mildred 
Dixon.  Mr.  Kirk  has  been  a  farmer  most  of  Ills 
life,  living  near  Russellville  until  recently, 
when  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Williamsburg, 
Ohio.  To  them  have  been  born  five  children 
whose  names  and  birthdates  are  as  follows: 
Ruth  Elinor,  October  21,  1929;  Betty  Jean,  De¬ 
cember  16,  1930;  Joanne,  November  13,  1933;  Hu¬ 
bert  Ray,  November  8,  1934;  and  Donald  Lee, 
March  30,  1936. 

Mildred  Kirk  was  born  January  8,  1909,  and 
received  a  high  school  education.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Harold  Cluxton,  January  31,  1931.  They 
reside  on  a  farm  at  Peebles,  Ohio.  To  them 
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have  been  born  four  children:  vi^ ,  James  nenry, 
January  19,  1932;  Carol  Jane,  March  8,  1933; 
Helen  Louise,  September  3,  1935;  and  John  Kirk, 
January  2,  1941. 

Nellie  Florence  Kirk  was  born  April  1,  1912 
and  died  March  30,  1924 

Bertha  Lucille  Kirk  was  born  May  5,  1908. 
She  is  a  graduate  o f  Russel lvi lle-Jef f arson  High 
School  and  received  many  scholastic  awards  dur¬ 
ing  her  high  school  career.  Upon  leaving  high 
school  she  entered  Christ’s  Hospital  at  Cincin¬ 
nati  where  she  became  a  nurse,  a  position  which 
she  efficiently  filled  until  she  entered  into 
war  production  work  at  Wright’s  Aeronautical 
Corporation  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  12,  1943,  to  Merrill  Pense,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  D.  Pense,  of  Norwood,  Ohio.  Rev. 
Wahl  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Mt.  Washington  of¬ 


ficiated  . 

The  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins 
Ellis  Kirk  (nee  Exira  Carter  Helm)  was  named 
ELSIE  KIRK.  She  was  born  May  16,  1884  and  died 
February  19, 1887,  when  only  a  small  child. 

LUCY  KIRK,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collins  Eliis  Kirk,  was  bonn  February  7,  1887. 
Her  marriage  to  Dan  Scott  was  an  event  of  April 
7,  1907.  They  live  on  a  farm  near  Ellsberry 
north  of  Aberdc+e.n,  Ohio. 


OBITUARY  OF  COLLINS  ELLIS  KIRK 


nThe  many  friends  of  Collins  Ellis  Kirk  were 
astounded  when  they  heard  that  he  had  been 
stricken  with  apoplexy  at  about  5  o’clock 
Thursday  afternoon,  November  22  and  died  at 
7:30  briday  morning  November  23,  1923.  He  had 
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"been;  about  the  house  and  yard  attending  the' 
evening  chores  and  was  behind  the  house  when 
his  wife  called  him  to  supper  and  noticed  that, 
something  was  wrong.  She  hastened  to  him  and 
asked  him  what  the  matter  was  and  he  answered 
her  saying  that  he  had  had  a  stroke.  She  called 
Dan  Scott,  a  son-in-law,  who  hastened  to  her 
aid,  and  they  moved  Mr.  Kirk  into  the  house. 
Dr.  Laughlin  was  called  and  Mr.  Kirk  remained 
conscious  until  about  6  o’clock  when  he  became 
unconscious  and  never  rallied. 

MHe  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1841  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
82  years,  2  months,  and  17  days  old.  He  became- 
a  citizen  of  Huntington  Township  in  186I„when 
he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  has  lived  ever 
since . 

"He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  a  number  of  years  and  was  a  trustee  for 
two  terms.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Bethlehem 
Christian  Church  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Idaho  Tribe  I.  0.  R,  M.  under  whose  auspices- 
he  was  buried. 

"He  leaves  a  widow,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  by  his  first  marriage,  viz.,  Jahn  of 
near  Carlisle,  Jess  of  Macon,  Philip  of  Arnheim,* 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Davis  of  near  Ripley,  Mrs.  Earl  Orr 
of  Rankin,  Illinois,  and  Mrs.  Josie  Dameron  of 
Aberdeen,  Ohio.  By  his  second  marriage— a  son, 
Gwynne  of  Ripley  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Dan 
Scott,  Aberdeen;  twenty  grandchildren  who  were 
at  the  funeral,  thirteen  great-grand-children,, 
one  stepdaughter,  Mrs.  D.  F.  Shelton  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  F.  A.  Wells  of  Cincinnati  whom  he 
considered  a  member  of  his  family;  many  rela¬ 
tives  and  a  host  of  friends." 
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OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  EXTRA  KIRK 

"Mrs.  Exira  Kirk,  daughter  of  William  and 
Hester  Lowe  Carter  was  born  May  6,  1856  and 
died  August  5,  1939,  aged  83  years,  2  months, 
and  29  days. 

"She  was  married  to  Abner  Helm  and  to  this 
union  was  born  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Viva  Shelton 
of  Cincinnati.  Later  she  was  married  to  Collins 
Ellis  Kirk  and  to  this  union  was  born  a  son, 
Gwynne  Kirk  of  Russellville ,  Ohio  ;  two  daughters 
Mrs.  Lucy  Scott,  Aberdeen,  and  Elsie  who  died 
in  her  youth.  Early  in  life  she  was  united 
with  the  Bethlehem  Christian  Church  and  was  an 
active  member  as  long  as  this  church  functioned. 

"She  was  a  good  mother  and  neighbor  ever 
ready  to  help  the  sick  and  needy. 

"To  mourn  her  loss  she  leaves  four  sisters, 
Mrs.  Lida  Case  of  Aberdeen  ;  Mrs  .  J  ennie  bietricn, 
of  Manchester;  Mrs.  Mary  Lowe  of  Manchester; 
Mrs.  Minnie  Goldsberry  of  Ripley;  one  brother, 
Thomas  Carter  of  Manchester,  Ohio;  two  step¬ 
daughters,  Mrs.  Josie  Dameron  of  Aberdeen  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Orr  of  Rankin,  Illinois;  also 
Frank  Wells  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whom  she 
reared,  several  grandchildren  and  great-grand¬ 
children  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

There  is  a  Reaper  whose  name  is  Death 
And  with  his  sickle  keen 
He  reaps  the  bearded  grain  at  a  breath 
And  the  flowers  that  grow  between." 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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This  concludes  the  Kirk  genealogy.  All  dates 
given  herein  were  received  from  members  of  the 
family  and  are  correct  as  received. 


[39j 


THE  CONNECTION  OF 


PARTS  I  AND  II 


WITH 


PARTS  III  AND  IV 


THE 

MARRIAGE  OF 

LYDIA  EXIRA  KIRK 


TO 


ROY  MADISON  WILSON 


MARRIAGE  OF  LYDIA  EXIRA  KIRK 

TO 

ROY  MADISON  WILSON 


"Miss  Lydia  E.  Kirk  and  Roy  M.  Wilson,  a 
popular  young  couple  of  this  place  sprung  a 
little  surprise  on  their  legion  of  friends  when 
they  were  married  on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the 
home  of  the  officiating  minister,  Rev.  E.  K. 
Pike,  on  Maple  Avenue.  It  was  a  very  quiet  af¬ 
fair  and  was  witnessed  only  by  a  few  close 
friends.  The  pretty  bride  was  handsomely  gowned 
in  white  silk.  After  the  ceremony  the  bride 
changed  her  wedding  gown  for  a  traveling  suit 
of  dark  blue,  and  the  happy  couple  left  on  the 
afternoon  train  for  a  few  days’  trip  in  the  Blue 
Grass  Section. 

"The  bride  is  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kirk,  of  near  this  city. 
She  came  to  Falmouth  several  years  ago  from 
Ohio,  and  has  been  very  popular  here  with  the 
younger  set.  She  was  an  honor  graduate  of  Fal¬ 
mouth  High  School  of  the  Class  of  1916.  She  is 
endowed  with  a  most  pleasing  disposition  and  a 
young  lady  of  many  admirable  traits  of  womanly 
character . 

* 

"The  groom  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Nora  H.  Wilson. 
He  is  a  fine  young  business  man  and  holds  a  re- 
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sponsible  position  at  the  millinery  store  of 
M.  &  C.  A.  Barrett.  He  numbers  his  friends  by 
the  score,  and  is  to  be  congratulated  on  win¬ 
ning  such  a  lovable  girl  as  his  life’s  companion. 

"On  their  return  to  this  city  they  will  make 
their  home  with  tlie  groom’s  mother  at  the 
present • " 

— THE  FALMOUTH  (Kv.)  OUTLOOK 
Wednesday,  August  7,  1918 
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THE  WILSONS  AND  THE  id  NAME 

•  ) 

Editor’s  Note:  The  following  article  was 
contributed  by  "Texas"  Jack  Wilson  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  formerly  of  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  It  is 
believed  that  this  article  is  about  our  ances¬ 
tors;  however,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  show 
the  exact  connection  between  the  names  mentioned 
herein  and  the  family  of  Dr,  James  Wilson,  since 
no  records  are  available, 

"The  surname  ’Wilson*  is  -patronymic ,  i.e.*ia 
name  derived  from  an  ancestor.  The  variant 
form,  Wilson,  shows  that  the  name  means,  quite, 
simple,  ’son  of  Will  or  William, *  William  J'1 
in  turn,  comes  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  *Willa*  and 
signifies  ’determination.’ 

"The  Wilson  Family  has  a  very  ancient  and 
honorable  history.  It  is  recorded  that  the 
original  Wilson  ancestors  came  from  Denmark  and 
were  descendants  of  a  ’Prince  of  Denmark.*  They 
settled  in  the  Orkneys  in  a  remote  period,  and 
subsequently,  in  company  with  their  countrymen, 
overran  England.  It  is  further  recorded  that* 
upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Danish  power  in  Eng¬ 
land,  some  of  the  name  purchased  land  in  France 
and  in  1066  joined  William  the  Conqueror  in  his 
invasion  of  England. 
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’’The  descendants  of  these  early  Wilsons 
settled  in  Cheshire,  Lancashire?  and  Yorkshire 
(England);  and  they  also  settled  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales, 

"Continuous  record  of  the  family  begins  with 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century.  By 
various  grants  (from  1369  to  1398)  John  Wilson 
obtained  the  estate  of  Broomhead,  in  Bradfield, 
England.  His  great-grandfather  was  William  and 
some  etymologists  claim  it  is  from  the  latter 
that  the  family  derived  its  name. 

"By  an  early  date  the  family  had  branched 
out  in  many  directions  so  that  there  are  today 
in  Great  Britain,  as  in  America,  many  distinct 
lines  of  Wilsons.  By  1850  there  were,  it  was 
estimated,  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  bearers  of 
the  name  in  Scotland  and  England  alone.  Through¬ 
out  their  history  in  Europe,  the  Wilsons  have 
held  many  positions  of  prominence,  Besides  tne 
innumerable  Wilsons  who  have  been  important 
barristers,  authors,  artists,  and  scientists, 
there  have  been  knights,  baronets,  and  members 
of  Parliament  among  them. 

"During  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen¬ 
turies  there  were  Quaker  Wilsons  living  in  the 
’North  Countries’  of  England.  Also,  there  were 
Wilsons  among  the  Scotch  Covenanters  living  in 
the  northern  counties  of  Ireland  at  the  time  of 
the  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  1690. 

"Thomas  Wilson  was  a  Scotch  patriot  who  fig¬ 
ured  largely  in  this  important  battle.  For  his 
deeds  the  English  Government  gave  him  an  estate 
at  Coote’s  Hill,  in  North  Ireland.  The  manor 
was  of  great  extent,  comprising,  according  to 
the  best  estimates,  some  1800  acres. 

"The  son  of  this  Thomas  Wilson  was  Hugh,  one 
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of  the  pioneer  ancestors  of  the  family  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1726  or  1728 
with,  his  wife,  Sarah  Craig.  He  soon  became 
prosperous,  and  it  is  recorded  that  he  laid  out 
the  present  city  of  Easton.  Later  he  served  as 
captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

"His  son,  James,  was  about  seven  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  America.  James1  sons, 
Andrew,  James,  and  Joseph,  were  officers  in  the 
Continental  Army. 

"By  some  branches  of  the  family,  William 
Wilson  is  regarded  as  the  ’original  settler.* 
He  emigrated  from  Stewardstown,  province  of 
Ulster,  Ireland  in  1732  or  1735.  He  purchased 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  six  miles  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  York  road.  Being  a  weaver,  he 
followed  that  trade  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country.  His  sons,  Thomas,  (1745)  and  William 
(1746)  served  as  officers  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

"There  were  other  immigrant?  members  of  the 
family,  some  of  English  descent  and  others  of 
Scotch-Irish .  William  Wilson  of  Lincolnshire, 
England,  was  in  Boston  in  1635.  Reverend  John 
Wilson  of  Windsor,  England,  came  to  Boston  in 
the  spring  of  1630.  William  Wilson  of  County 
Londonerry,  Ireland  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  Bruce,  was  descended  from  the 
great  Scottish  patriot,  King  Robert  Bruce. 

"The  qOlvIy  Wilsons  in  America  showed  a  devo¬ 
tion  to  truth  and  a  strong  love  of  liberty. 
There  are  records  of  no  less  than  several  hun¬ 
dred  Wilsons  who  served  in  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  As  an  evidence  of  high  esteem  in  which 
the  name  has  been  held  in  this  country,  it  may 
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be  interesting  to  note  that  there  have  been  33 
towns  named  for  Wilson,  21  counties,  100  town¬ 
ships,  and.  approximately  245  streets,  .avenues, 
etca 


’’There  have  been  so  many  noteworthy  Wilsons 
in  America  that  the  following  list  of  ^notables 
is  only  indicative: 

Floyd  Baker  Wilson  (1845-  ), lawyer  and 

author 

George  Grafton  Wilson  (1863-  ),  educa¬ 

tor  and  authority  on  international  law 
Harry  Leon  Wilson  (1867-  ),  novelist 

Henry  Wilson  (1812-1875),  statesman 
Henry  Lane  Wilson  (1857-  )  diplomat 

James  Wilson  (1742-1798),  associate  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
(Thomas)  Woodrow  Wilson  (1856-1924),  28th 
President  of  the  United  States 
”In  the  old  records  the  following  Christian 
names  appear  most  frequently:  Edward,  Thomas, 
Margaret,  William,  Dorothy,  and  James, 

’’There  have  been  a  number  of  inter-marriages 
of  American  Wilsons  with  the  royal  families  of 
Europe • 

"The  coat  of  arms  of  Wilson  of  Waldenshaigh, 
England,  (one  of  the  oldest  branches  of  the 
family)  is  described  as  follows  in  Burke’s 


LANDED  GENTRY: 

ARMS--TSa.,  a  wolf  rampant  and  in  chief 
three  estoiles  or. ' 

CREST--1 A  demi-wolf  rampant  or.1 
MOTTO--1 Vincit  qui  se  vincit  (he  conquers 
who  conquers  himself ).'” 


\ 
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BITS  OF  WILSON  HISTORY  FROM  NEWSPAPERS 

James  Wilson,  Sr.,  came  into  Court  and  to¬ 
gether  with  Willis  Duncan,  his  security,  entered 
into  bond  in  a  penalty  of  $333  1/3  conditioned 

9 

as  the  law  directs. 

A  license  was  granted  him  to  keep  a  tavern 
at  his  house  in  the  town  of  Falmouth,  Kentucky, 
for  the  period  of  one  year  from  this  time .  (May 
Term,  1811) 

EARLY  DEED--February  25,  1801 

John  Cook  and  his  wife,  Wineford,  to  George 
Pickitt  and  James  Wilson,  Sr. 

LIVE  STOCK  APPRAISAL 

December  3,  1799--James  Wilson,  Sr.,  a  bay 
mare,  eleven  years  old,  14  hands  high,  appraised 
to  $1,000 — Elijah  McClanahan 

*  *  *  *  *  *,<  *> 

The  genealogy  of  the  Wilson  family  begins 
with  James  Wilson,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Culpeper 
County,  Virginia,  who  came  down  the  Licking 
River  in  the  year  1792  and  established  his  home 
at  Falmouth,  Kentucky.  He  established  some  ex¬ 
tensive  tracts  of  new  land  in  that  vicinity  and 
remained  there  the  rest  of  his  life  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

James  Wilson,  Sr.,  owned  a  tavern  in  the  city 
of  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  where  the  Phoenix  Hotel 
is  now  located.  He  was  married  but  the  name  of 
his  wife  is  not  known  by  me.  To  them  were  born 
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eight  children,  viz.,  James,  Jr.,  William,  John 
A.,  Samuel,  Sally,  Agnes,  Lucy,  and  Frances. 

Sally  Wilson  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Grant. 

Agnes  Wilson  was  married  to  Ben  M.  Riggs  and 
they  resided  in  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky. 

Lucy  Wilson  married  Mr.  James  Collins  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz., 
Agnes,  James,  Jr.  ,  Thomas,  William,  and  Lafayette* 

Frances  Wilson  married  a  Mr.  Kennett  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  viz.,  Julia, 
William,  Seferd,  Dixon,  Luther,  and  Agnes. 

James  Wilson  Jr.,  the  first  child  of  iMr* 
and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  Sr.,  was  bo'rn  in  the  'Old 
Tavern  at  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  December  23,  1804, 
and  died  February  11,  1881.  Early  in  life  he 
turned  his  attention  to  a  medical  career  and 
began  his  practice  in  Falmouth  in  1839  and  kept 
up  his  duties  and  made  the  regular  rounds  of 
his  practice  until  advancing  age  and  in  f  irmi'ties 
prevented.  He  was  married  January  28,  1830,  toj 
Zerelda  Thomas,  a  native  of  Virginia.  Miss 
Thomas  was  born  August  20, 1814,  and  died  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1890.  To  them  were  born  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  namely,  James  Thomas,  John  Marcellus, 
Madison  E. ,  Mary  Agnes,  James  Madison,  Emma 
Leona,  Ella,  William  Edward,  Lewis  Newton,  Mary 

Snell,  Arabella,  and  Thomas  Pickett.  This  fam- 

\ 

ily  is  the  largest  in  this  genealogy. 

JAMES  THOMAS  WILSON  was  born  January  5,  1831,; 
and  died  January  23,  1831. 

JOHN  MARCELLUS  WILSON,  the  second  child  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson  (nee  Zerelda  Thomas), 
was  born  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  March  5,  1832. 
After  graduating  from  the  Falmouth  High  School 
he  attended  the  medical  college  of  Ohio  from 
which  he  graduated  with  high  honers  in  1853. 
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For  a  year  after  he  graduated  from  medical  col¬ 
lege  he  was  associated  with  his  father  and  Dr. 
J.  H.  Barbour  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Dr.  John  M.  Wilson  then  located  at  Flour  Creek 
where  he  practiced  until  1857  when  he  and  his 
good  wife  moved  to  Williamstown ,  Kentucky,  where 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  until  his  death,  July  20,  1903.  He  was 
married  May  15,  1860,  to  Nancy  Kerr,  sister  of 
Col.  John  B.  Kerr.  To  this-union  were  born  nine 
children,  viz.,  Corinne,  James,  John  Bingley, 
John  Theodore,  Eugene  Kerr,  Nancy,  Maud  Ella, 
Lenore,  and  Emma. 

Corinne  Wilson  was  born  April  11,  1861,  and 
was  never  married.  She  made  her  home  at  1812 
Greenup  Street,  Covington,  Kentucky,  until  her 
death. 

James,  John  Bingley,  and  John  Theodore  Wilson 
died  in  infancy. 

Eugene  Kerr  Wilson  was  born  February  2,  1869, 
and  died  August  4,  1929.  He  was  married  August 
21,  1919,  to  Mae  Huntington.  They  had  no  chil¬ 
dren  . 

Nancy  Wilson  was  born  February  22,  1852,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Edgar  Carrick. 

Maud  Ella  Wilson  was  born  January  6,  1874. 

Lenore  Wilson  was  born  December  31,  1876, 
and  died  June  20,  1908.  She  was  married  April 
26,  1899,  to  Daniel  Morris  Case.  They  were  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Nannette  Virginia,  who 
was  born  January  16,  1900.  She  was  married  to 
Robert  J.  McClintock.  They  have  two  children, 
Nancy  Kerr,  who  was  born  October  5,  1926,  and 
Laura  Breckinridge,  who  was  born  December  5, 
1931,  in  an  American  Hospital  in  Paris,  France. 

Emma  Wilson  was  born  October  25,  1879.  She 
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was  married  August  21,  1907,  to  John  Leonard 
Hill.  They  reside  at  3611  Central  Avenue ,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee. 

OBITUARY  OF  JOHN  M.  WILSON,  M.D. 

"Dr.  John  M.  Wilson  died  at  his  home  at  Wil- 
liamstown,  Ky.,  on  the  evening  of  July  20,  1903, 
after  an  illness  of  some  four  weeks’  duration, 
the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  being  superin¬ 
duced  by  an  attack  of  acute  gastritis. 

"He  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Ky.,  March  5,  1832, 
and  was  the  second  son  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
and  Zeralda  Thomas  Wilson,  and  a  brother  to 
Postmaster  J.  M.  Wilson  and  to  City  Clerk  W.  E. 
Wilson.  After  attending  the  schools  of  his  na¬ 
tive  place,  he  was  graduated  with  honors  from 
the  Medical  college  of  Ohio  in  March,  1853. 
For  a  year  following  his  graduating  he  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  father  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Barbour, 
in  his  profession  at  this  place.  He  then  lo¬ 
cated  at  Flour  Creek,  where  he  practiced  until 
1857,  when  he  moved  to  Williamstown ,  at  which 
place  he  was  actively  engaged  in  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession  until  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  his 
health  became  so  impaired,  that  he  was  compelled 
to  retire  from  his  active  work. 

"Dr.  Wilson  was  married  on  May  15,  1860,  to 
Miss  Nancy  Kerr  of  Fayette  County,  sister  to 
Mrs.  James  Madison  Wilson  of  this  place  (Fal¬ 
mouth)  .and  also  sister  of  Col.  John  B.  Kerr,  of 
the  general  staff  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  Nine  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom  remain  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  father. 

"The  doctor  was  a  man  of  untiring  energy  in 
whatever  field  of  activity  he  entered.  He  stood 


\ 


[54] 


THE  WILSON  FAMILY 


at  the  very  top  of  his  profession  in  his  commu¬ 
nity,  there  being  no  more  widely  known  physician 
in  Northern  Kentucky.  In  politics  he  was  an 
uncompromising  Republican ,  in  religion  an  ardent 
Methodist,  a  friend  always  to  the  needy  and  the 
poor,  a  man  among  men,  and  in  his  family  rela¬ 
tions  a  loving  husband  and  father.” 

MADISON  E.  WILSON,  the  third  child  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Wilson  (nee  Zerelda  Thomas),  was 
born  April  8,  1834,  and  died  March  18,  1837. 

The  fourth  child  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson 
answered  to  the  name  of  MARY  AGNES  WILSON.  She 
was  born  June  27,  1836,  and  died  April  18,  1837. 

J£MES  MADISON  WILSON,  the  fifth  child  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  March  4,  1838, 
and  died  November  22,  1918.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  widely  known  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Pendleton  County,  and  was  Captain  of  the  'Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War.  The  business  career 
of  James  Madison  Wilson  began  when  he  and  his 
comrade,  Captain  B.  T.  Riggs,  entered  into  the 
mercantile  business  at  Williamstown,  Kentucky. 
Later  he  removed  to  Falmouth,  the  city  of  his 
birth,  and  later  became  the  first  mayor  of  that 
city  under  the  new  State  Constitution,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  resigned  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  postmaster.  On  May  26,  1866,  when  but  a 
young  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ella  Kerr.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  namely,  John  Edwin,  James 
Thomas,  Ralph  Riggs,  Ella  Kerr,  and  Mary  Craw- 
f  ord . 

John  Edwin,  the  first  child  of  James  Madison 
and  Ella  Kerr  Wilson,  was  born  February  11, 
1867,  and  was  married  to  Fannie  Lee,  daughter 
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of  Judge  C.  H.  and  Mrs.  Julia  (Ball)  Lee,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1398.  He  was  born  in  Williamstown , 
Kentucky,  and  graduated  from  the  Pendleton 
Academy  at  Falmouth  in  1885.  John  E'dwin  Wilson 
began  his  study  of  medicine  under  the  late  Dr. 
J.  H.  Barbour,  and  in  1888  received  his  M.D. 
degree  from  the  medical  college  of  Ohio  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  He  began  his  practice  of.  medicine  in 
Falmouth  in  1888  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  best 
physicians  in  that  vicinity.  Dr.  Wilson  owns 
his  own  office  and  residence  on  South  Main 
Street  in  that  city  and  has  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  for  fifty-five  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  have  no  children. 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  JOHN  EDWIN  WILSON,  M.D. 

’’For  a  third  of  a  century  the  name  of  John 
Edwin  Wilson  has  ranked  as  one  of  the  highest; 
in  the  medical  profession  of  Falmouth,  Kentucky* 
Doctor  Wilson  began  his  practice  there  a  short 
time  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  physcians,  and  there  has 
not  been  a  time  in  the  past  seventy  years  when 
this  name  has  not  stood  for  the  best  attain¬ 
ments  in  the  field  of  medicine. 

’’The  Wilsons  have  been  in  Falmouth  for  more 
than  one  and  a  quarter  centuries.  They  are 
among  the  first  families  not  only  in  the  point 
of  time,  but  in  prominence  and  usefulness  as 
citizens . 

’’The  founder  of  the  family  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Doctor  Wilson,  James  Wilson,  a 
native  of  Culpeper  County,  Virginia,  who  came 
down  the  Licking  River  in  1792  and  established 
his  home  at  Falmouth.  James  Wilson  acquired 
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some  extensive  tracts  of  new  land  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity  and  remained  there  the  rest  of  his  life, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  A  son,  also 
named  James  Wilson  was  born  at  Falmouth  in  1804 , 
and  early  turned  his  attention  to  a  medical 
career.  James  Wilson,  Jr.  began  his  practice 
in  Falmouth  in  1839  and  kept  up  his  duties  and 
made  the  regular  rounds  of  his  practice  until 
advancing  age  and  infirmities  prevented.  He 
died  at  Falmouth  in  1880.  James  Wilson,  Jr. 
married  Zerelda  Thomas  who  died  in  Falmouth. 
She  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 

’’The  father  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Wilson  was  the  late 
Captain  James  Wilson,  III,  and  to  his  name  are 
attached  many  worthy  distinctions.  He  was  born 
in  Falmouth,  in  1838,  and  died  there  November 
22,  1918.  He  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for 
troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  with  the  18th 
Kentucky  infantry,  served  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tian  and  brevet  major,  was  in  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge, 
and  many  others  in  the  Atlantic  Campaign  and  on 
the  March  to  the  Sea,  and  was  with  the  first 
company  of  troops  that  entered  Savannah.  After 
the  war  Captain  Wilson  was  for  many  years  a 
grocer  merchant  in  Falmouth,  was  for  seventeen 
years  postmaster  during  the  administrations  i  of 
McKinley,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  Taft,  and  was 
also  mayor  of  Falmouth  for  eight  years.  He 
stood  high  in  the  Republican  party  in  his  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state  and  was  also  a  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  member  and  worker  in  the  M.  E.  Church 
( South ) • 

’’John  Edwin  Wilson  was  born  at  Williamstown, 
February  11,  1865,  and  graduated  from  Pendleton 
Academy  at  Falmouth  in  1885?.  began  the  study  of 
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medicine  under  Dr*  J*  H.  Barbour  of  Falmouth, 
and  in  1888  received  his  M*D*  degree  from  the 
medical  college  of  Ohio  at  Cincinnati.  He  has 
since  attended  that  college  several  times  for 
post-graduate  work,  and  has  been  in  many  clinics 
at  Cincinnati  hospitals.  His  professional  du¬ 
ties  have  had  first  call  upon  his  time  and 
energies.  He  began  practice  in  Falmouth  in 
1888.  Ranking  the  local  physicians  in  length 
of  service  he  stands  next  to  Dr,  H.  C.  Clark, 
the  oldest  physician  in  Falmouth.  Dr.  Wilson 
owns  his  office  and  residence  on  South  Main 
Street,  has  served  as  county  health  officer  for 
twelve  years,  was  organizer  and  first  chairman 
of  the  Pendleton  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  during  the  World  War  and  was  one  of  the 
very  prominent  and  influential  leaders  in  the 
prohibition  movement  in  Pendleton  County.  He 
and  his  Colleagues  took  up  the  cause  when  pro¬ 
hibition  even  as  a  state  issue  seemed  far  in 
the  distant,  and  much  of  the  change  of  public 
sentiment  in  the  county  is  due  him. 

"Dr.  Wilson  is  a  Republican  and  has  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Central 
Committee  for  twelve  years.  All  together  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  six¬ 
teen  years,  and  is  still  in  that  body  and  for 
many  years  has  been  mayor.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Falmouth  Industrial  Club. 

"On  January  12,  1898,  at  Falmouth  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  S.  Lee,  daughter  of  Judge  C.  H.  and 
Julia  (Ball)  Lee,  now  deceased.  Her  father  was 
a  well-known  judge  and  at  one  time  was  County 
Judge  of  Pendleton  County.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a 
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graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  at  Mt.  Holyoke, 
Mass • " 
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Tuesday,  March  8,  1938,  marked  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  continuous  practice  for  Dr,  Wil¬ 
son  in  Falmouth  and  Pendleton  County.  In  honor 
of  this  important  event  his  wife  arranged  a 
beautifully  appointed  dinner  at  the  Phoenix 
Hotel  that  evening. 

COLONIAL  DAMES1  MARKER 

Placed  on  land  owned  by  Dr.  James  Wilson 

The  following  history  of  the  Wil¬ 
son  family  is  from  a  paper  read  at 
the  unveiling  ceremonies  of  Colonial 
Dames*  Marker  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky, 
on  July  9,  1937.  The  marker  approxi¬ 
mately  is  located  on  the  spot  where 
the  British  Col.  Henry  Bryd  landed 
while  on  a  campaign  against  frontier 
forts  of  Kentucky. 

"We  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  our  beloved 
Mayor,  Dr.  J.  E.  Wilson,  could  not  be  with,  us 
on  this  important  occasion  as  he  is  a  link  be¬ 
tween  the  present  and  the  past.  He  represents 
one  of  our  oldest  families.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  the  late  James  Wilson,  settled  in  Fal¬ 
mouth  in  1792  and  his  grandfather,  James  Wil¬ 
son,  Jr.,  was  born  here  in  the  old  stone  tavern, 
which  has  long  disappeared,  in  1804. 

"It  is  an  interesting  coincidence  that  the 
marker  and  the  site  where  Gereral  Clark  and  his 


[59] 


THE  KIRK  AND  WILSON  FAMILY  TREE 


army  camped  here  over-night  on  their  way  to  the 
Ohio  are  located  on  the  same  land  owned  by  the 
Mayor’s  great-grandfather,.  James  Wilson.” 

James  Thomas,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Madi¬ 
son  Wilson,  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Kentucky, 
November  7,  1872.  He  attended  Centre  College, 
Danville,  Kentucky,  in  the  Class  of  1894,  and 
since  1897  has  been  editor  and  publisher  of  THE 
LOG  CABIN  at  Cynthiana,  Kentucky,  where  he  and 
his  family  reside.  He  is  a  good  editor  and  has 
a  large  circulation  to  his  weekly.  He  is  an 
elder  in  the  Cynthiana  Presbyterian  Church  and 
one  of  its  active  members.  James  Thomas  Wilson 
was  married  November  16,  1904,  to  Miss  Georgia 
Goodwin.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Ella  Katherine,  born  January  10, 1907,  and  James 
Goodwin,  born  October  8,  1909.  James  Goodwin 
Wilson  was  married  September  11,  1940,  to 
Dorotha  Ross  Evans.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Katherine  Allen,  born  May  24,  1943. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Goodwin  Wilson  live  in 
Cynthiana,  Kentucky,  where  he  is  co-publisher 
of  THE  LOG  CABIN  becoming  partner  of  his  father, 
James  T.  Wilson,  in  1936.  James  Goodwin  grad¬ 
uated  from  Cynthiana  High  School  in  the  class 
of  1927,  and  from  Centre  College,  Danville, 
Kentucky,  in  1931.  Prior  to  becoming  co-pub¬ 
lisher,  he  was  city  editor  of  the  same  paper. 

Ralph  Riggs  Wilson,  the  third  child  of  James 
Madison  and  Ella  Kerr  Wilson,  was  born  in  Cyn¬ 
thiana,  Kentucky,  July  26,  1874,  and  was  married 
to  Haley  Belle  Taliferro,  daughter  of  Rev. T.  F. 
and  Mary  (Summers)  Taliferro,  June  5,  1905.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,  also  attended  a  private  school  for 
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his  preparatory  training,  and  completed  his 
junior  year  at  Centre  College  at  Danville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  On  leaving  college  in  1894  he  took  up 
the  life  insurance  business  in  Falmouth  where 
he  remained  for  seven  years.  In  1902  he  moved 
to  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  where  he  and  his  family 
now  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.,  Thomas  Taliferro,  James  Edwin  and 
Hallie  Miller. 

Thomas  Taliferro  was  born  July  13,  1902,  and 
was  married  to  Hugh  Ella  Humphrey,  March  9, 
1928.  They  have  one  son,  Richard,  who  was  born 
March  26,  1929. 

James  Edwin  was  born  in  Frankfort,  June  6, 
1906. 

Hallie  Miller  was  born  March  25,  1913. 

.BIOGRAPHY  OF  RALPH,  RIGGS  WILSON 

"Ralph  R.  Wilson  on  leaving  college  took  up 
the  life  insurance  business  which  he  followed 
for  about  ten  years  and  since  then  his  time  and 
energies  have  been  largely  devoted  to  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  copper  in  the  great  Copper  Region  of 
Arizona  although  Mr.  Wilson ’'s  home  and  business 
headquarters  are  still  in  Frankfort,  Ky.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  vice-president  of  the  Johnson  Copper 
Development  Co. 

"He  was  born  at  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  July  25,) 
1874.  The  Wilsons  came  from  England  in  Colonial 
times.  His  grandfather,  James  Wilson,  was  born 
in  the  old  stone  tavern  in  Falmouth  in  1804, 
followed  the  profession  of  medicine  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  doctors  of  northern  Kentucky,; 
frequently  riding  as  far  as  twenty-five  miles 
from  home  to  attend  patients.  He  died  in  Fal-* 
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mouth  in  December,  1880.  His  wife,  Zerelda 
Snell  Thomas  was  a  native  Kentuckian  .and  died 
in  Falmouth.  Captain  James  Madison  Wilson,  fa¬ 
ther  of  Ralph,  was  born  in  Falmouth  in  1838  and 
was  the  oldest  native  of  that  village  when  he 
died  there  on  November  22, 1918.  Captain  Wilson 
grew  up  at  Falmouth  and  in  1851  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army  as  a  private,  subsequently  through 
merits  and  efficiency  being  promoted,  to  Captain. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Chicamauga, 
Lookout  Mountain,  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  March  to  the  Sea.  After 
the  war  in  1865  he  returned  to  Grant  County, 
was  a  merchant  there  for  a  few  years,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Falmouth,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  in  the  revenue  service  and  for  twelve  years 
was  a  retail  merchant.  He  was  honored  with  the 
election  as  first  mayor  of  Falmouth  and  was 
postmaster  of  that  village  for  seventeen  years, 
finally  retiring  in  the  middle  of  a  term  to  re¬ 
tire  from  business.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  and  influential  citizens  in  this 
section  of  the  State,  was  a  staunch  Republican 
and  official  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Cap¬ 
tain  Wilson  married  Ella  Rachel  Kerr,  who  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky  in  1843,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Kerr,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  died 
in  Fayette  County.  John  Kerr  was  the  owner  of 
Cedar  Grove  Farm,  located  half  way  between  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Paris.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  still  living 
in  Falmouth  (1922).  She  is  the  mother  of  five 
children:  Dr.  J.  E.  Wilson,  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon,  at  Falmouth;  J.  T. ,  publisher  of  THE  LOG 
CABIN  at  Cynthiana,  Ky. ;  Ralph  R. ;  Miss  Ella 
Kerr,  a  very  capable  business  woman  who  was 
assistant  postmistress  under  her  father  and  has 
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continued  the  same  post  at  Falmouth  ever  since; 
and  Miss  Mary  C.  lives  with  her  mother, 

"Ralph  R.  Wilson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Falmouth,  also  attended  a  private 
school  there  for  his  preparatory  training,  and 
completed  the  junior  year  at  Centre  College  at 
Danville,  Ky.,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  College  fraternity.  On  leaving 
college  in  1894  he  took  up  the  life  insurance 
business  at  Falmouth,  remaining  there  for  seven 
years,  and  in  1902  he  moved  to  Frankfort. 

"Mr.  Wilson  began  the  development  of  copper 
mines  in  Arizona  in  1906.  The  scene  of  his 
operations  was  Cochise  County,  the  greatest 
copper  region  in  the  world.  Mr.  Wilson  has 
scent  much  of  his  time  in  the  Southwest  though 
his  business  headquarters  are  in  the  McClure 
Building  at  Frankfort. 

"He  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  stewarts  in  the  M.  E.  Church  and  belongs  to 
the  Frankfort  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Orion  Lodge  No.  222,  A.  F.  &  M., 
at  Falmouth,  and  Houser  Chapter  No.  116,  R.  A. 
M.,  in  the  same  town.  His  home  is  a  modern 
residence  at  506  Shelby  St.,  Frankfort.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  deeply  interested  in  every  war  cause, 
serving  as  captain  in  several  drives  at  Frank.7- 
fort  and  gave  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  as  a 
buyer  of  government  securities. 

"On  June  5,  1901,  at  Falmouth  he  married  Miss 
Haley  Belle  Taliferro,  daughter  of  Rev.  T.  F. 
and  Mary  (Summers)  Taliferro,  the  latter  now 
deceased.  Her  father  living  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  is  a  retired  minister  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  though  still  preaching  occasionally, 
gave  fifty  years  of  his  life  to  the  Kentucky 
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Conference.  Mrs.  Wilson  attended  the  Millers- 
burg  College  through  her  junior  year." 

—THE  KENTUCKY  HISTORY— 1928 

Ella  Kerr,  the  fourth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Madison  Wilson  (n  e  Ella  Kerr),  was  born 
on  November  26,  1880.  She  is  a  very  capable 
business  woman  and  served  as  assistant  postmis¬ 
tress  under  her  father,  James  Madison  Wilson,  a 
position  which  she  has  held  ever  since.  Her 
long  record  of  being  postmistress  at  Falmouth 
is  evidence  of  her  estimable  character.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Falmouth  Presbyterian  Church 
until  it  recently  disbanded,  and  then  she  be¬ 
came  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Church  in 
that  city. 

Mary  Crawford,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Madison  Wilson  (nee  Ella  Kerr),  was 
born  February  25,  1887.  She  has  always  lived 
at  home  with  her  parents  and  cared  for  her 
mother  during  her  last  illness.  Mary  Crawford 
Wilson  is  a  very  kind  and  polite  woman,  always 
ready  to  help  the  poor  and  needy.  For  a  long 
time  she  has  been  a  very  active  member  of  the 
Red  Cross.  She  is  a  very  clean  housekeeper  and 
enjoys  life  to  the  fullest.  Her  sister,  Ella, 
and  she  live  on  South  Main  Street  in  Falmouth, 
Kentucky . 

OBITUARY  OF  CAPT.  JAMES  MADISON  WILSON 

"This  community  (Falmouth)  has  lost  one  of 
its  good  citizens,  who  has  served  his  country, 
his  family  and  his  fellowmen  long  and  well. 
Thursday,  November  21,  1918,  in  the  early  morn- 
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ing  hours,  life’s  shades  were  drawn  upon  Captain 
James  Madison  Wilson,  at  his  home  on  South  Main 
Street  in  Falmouth,  Ky.  He  has  lived  a  very 
long  and  useful  life;  he  lived  to  see  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  great  World  War,  and  closed  his  eyes 
upon  a  peaceful  world,  which  he  hoped  and  prayed 
that  he  might  be  able  to  do.  Captain  Wilson 
was  eighty  years  of  age,  and  for  the  past  three 
years  had  been  very  feeble,  owing  to  a  stroke 
which  he  suffered  about  three  years  ago. 

’’Surrounded  by  loved  ones  and  friends — those 
near  and  dear  to  him — when  the  summons  came  he 
was  ready,  and  when  God’s  finger  touched  him, 
he  slept.  He  was  of  good  cheer  for  he  had  not 
lived  for  himself  alone.  He  had  not  sacrificed 
his  friends  and  those  about  him  upon  the  cruel 
altar  of  boundless  ambition — for  wealth,  for 
place,  for  fame,  for  power.  While  his  active 
career  was  a  busy  one,  he  was  never  so  engrossed 
in  his  own  affairs  that  he  did  not  have  time 
for  an  act  of  charity,  and  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  or  offer  a  word  of  cheer  to  the  oppressed. 
In  his  life  he  lived  that  no  class  could  regard 
itself  as  particularly  favored;  no  class  could 
feel  itself,  in  the  least,  rejected.  He  was  a 
true  friend  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  alike, 
white  and  colored — and  through  his  unselfish 
devotion  to  all  good  and  noble  things,  his  kind¬ 
ness,  and  generosity,  he  won  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all. 

"Captain  Wilson  was  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  men  and  prominent  citizens  of  Pendleton 
County.  In  politics  he  always  stood  for  the 
moral,  intellectual,  and  financial  betterment 
of  his  own  town,  county,  state,  and  country  and 
in  his  passing,  all  are  bereft  of  a  model  and 
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upright  citizen — the  highest  and  grandest  type 
of  man. 

"Captain  James  Madison  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
James  Wilson,  a  pioneer  physician  of  Pendleton 
County,  and  Zerelda  Snell  Wilson.  He  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  death  the  oldest  native-born 
citizen  of  Falmouth,  having  been  born  in  the 
old  brick  house  on  Main  Street,  only  two  squares 
from  the  house  in  which  he  died.  The  fine 
qualities  of  this  old  man  were  inherited  from 
his  sturdy  ancestors,  who  were  among  the  first 
settlers  in  Kentucky. 

"Captain  Wilson’s  father  was  born  in  Pendle¬ 
ton  County,  Ky.  The  parents  of  the  elder  James 
Wilson  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Pendle¬ 
ton  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  the 
city  of  Falmouth  had  not  been  thought  of — the 
site  of  the  city  was  then  a  forest. 

"During  the  immediate  period  preceding  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  during  the  continuances 
of  that  struggle,  many  of  the  frontiersmen  and 
backwoodsmen  dwelling  on  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  pressed  westward  and 
made  settlements  in  the  future  state  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  They  were  brave,  virile,  aggressive- 
folk,  better  qualified  than  any  other  class  to 
cope  with  the  perils  of  the  great  wilderness 
and  subdue  the  savage  aborigines. 

"And  so  it  was,  that  this  family,  with  a  few 
other  settlers,  penetrated  the  wild  and  uncer¬ 
tain  f  orest  ,  known  as  the  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground. 
They  followed  the  Licking  River,  and  at  a  point 
just  a  few  miles  above  Falmouth  (now  known  as 
Wagner’s  Ferry)  made  a  settlement  and  cleared 
the  large  trees  from  a  little  plot  of  ground 
and  there  cast  their  lot  in  the  new  found  land. 
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Many  were  the  perils  faced  by  these  old  pioneers, 
and  many  were  the  hardships.  In  time,  children 
came,  and  among  the  first  of  them  was  James 
Wilson  (Capt.  Wilson’s  father).  He  grew  to 
manhood  among  the  sturdy  settlers  and  marks  of 
their  great  chivalry,  and  prowess  were  bred 
into  him,  and  he  grew  to  be  a  man  of  great 
intellect  and  ability.  When  later  a  settlement 
was  made,  which  later  became  Falmouth,  he  went 
there  where  he  practiced  medicine,  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  physicians  and  was  very  popular. 

"When  the  clouds  of  war  overspread  our  coun¬ 
try  in  1861,  James  Madison  Wilson  was  among  the 
first  to  step  forward  to  the  defense  of  the 
Union  and  the  Grand  Old  Flag.  He  entered  the 
Union  Army  as  a  volunteer  and  was  made  a  non¬ 
commissioned  officer.  Later  he  was  promoted  to 
a  lieutenancy  and  still  later  was  made  a  Cap¬ 
tain.  This  was  a  reflection  of  his  great  abili¬ 
ty  as  a  leader  of  men.  And  what  a  splendid 
soldier  he  was.  He  was  never  severe,  but  his 
example  made  every  soldier  in  his  command  will¬ 
ing  to  do  or  die  to  follow  his  standard. 

"Captain  Wilson  was  assigned  to  Company  A, 
of  the  Eighteenth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 
Regiment.  The  men  of  this  company  comprised 
the  bulk  of  volunteers  from  Pendleton  County. 
The  deeds  of  valor,  the  sacrifice,  the  victo¬ 
ries,  of  this  famous  old  command  need  no  ex¬ 
planation  here.  The  name  of  the  Eighteenth 
Kentucky  is  immortal  in  the  hearts  of  all  of 
us.  In  the  battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  Cap¬ 
tain  Wilson’s  company  was  ordered  to  charge  a 
strongly  fortified  position  of  the  Confederates, 
which  was  an  unwise  thing  to  do,  as  a  slight 
maneuver  could  have  successfully  accomplished 
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•the  objective,  and  probably  there  would  have 
been  much  less  blood-shed  on  either  side.  The 
brave  Captain  led  his  men  in  the  charge,  and  in 
his  company  eleven  men  were  killed  and  twenty- 
two  were  wounded  in  twenty  minutes.  This  was  a 
great  blow  to  Captain  Wilson,  and  he  never  for¬ 
gave  his  superior  for  the  fatal  mistake. 

"The  business  career  of  Captain  Wilson  began 
many  years  ago,  when  he  and  Captain  B.T.  Riggs, 
a  comrade  during  the  war,  entered  the  mercantile 
business  at  Williamstown .  Captain  Wilson  later 
moved  to  Falmouth,  and  he  became  the  first 
mayor  of  the  city,  under  the  new  State  Consti¬ 
tution.  He  resigned  that  appointment  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  appointment  as  postmaster  of  Falmouth, 
which  position  he  held  for  fifteen  years,  re¬ 
signing  in  1913,  in  the  middle  of  his  fourth 
term,  because  of  his  advanced  age. 

"Captain  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Ella 
Kerr,  on  April  26,  1866,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War.  On  that  day  his  comrade, 
Captain  B.  T.  Riggs,  and  Miss  Kate  Kerr  also 
became  man  and  wife.  The  brides  were  sisters. 
It  was  a  military  wedding  and  took  place  at  the 
home  of  the  brides’  parents  near  the  site  of 
the  beautiful  Elmendorf  Estate  in  Fayette  Coun¬ 
ty.  On  April  26,  1916,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary  at 
which  all  of  their  children  and  grandchildren 
were  present.  His  loving  wife  and  five  chil¬ 
dren  survive.  The  children  are  Editor  J.  T. 
Wilson,  of  Cynthiana;  Dr.  J.  E.  Wilson,  of  Fal¬ 
mouth;  Ralph  R.  Wilson,  of  Frankfort;  Misses 
Mary  and  Ella  at  home.  There  also  are  five 
grandchildren.  In  fifty-two  years  there  has 
been  no  death  in  the  family. 
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"The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home, 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Taliaferro,  of 
Frankfort  assisted  by  the  Revs.  W.  E.  Beattie 
and  S.  H.  Pollitt. 

"Surely  this  good  man,  so  true,  so  honorable, 
so  patriotic,  has  passed  into  that  brighter  and 
happier  existence  in  the  Great  Beyond.  His 
mortal  remains  repose  beneath  the  soil  he  loved 
and  fought  for,  but  that  immortality  of  his 
soul  which  was  his,  lives  on — and  on." 

OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  ELLA  KERR  WILSON 

"Mrs.  Ella  Kerr  Wilson,  widow  of  Capt.  James 
M.  Wilson,  died  at  her  home  in  Falmouth  at  6:50 
o’clock  Wednesday  morning,  June  21,  1922,  of  a 
corrpl ication  of  troubles  due  to  the  infirmities 
of  age,  she  being  in  her  eightieth  year.  She 
had  been  in  declining  health  for  the  last  two 
years  and  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  the 
last  two  months. 

"Ella  Rachel  Kerr  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  James  and  Rachel  Fry  Kerr  and  was  born  at 
"Cedar  Grove,"  a  country  place  in  Fayette  Coun¬ 
ty  on  the  Paris-Lexington  pike  adjoining  the 
Elmendorf  estate.  She  was  educated  at  Walnut 
Hills  and  Sayre  College.  In  her  earlier  days 
she  cultivated  her  talent  for  art,  being  some¬ 
what  gifted  in  the  use  of  the  crayon  and  the 
brush.  In  her  early  womanhood  she  gave  her 
life  to  her  Savior  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  throughout  the  many 
changing  years  she  was  a  sincere  and  earnest 
follower  of  the  Master  and  always  tried  to 
serve  and  obey. 

,  "On  April  26,  1866,  she  married  Captain 
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James  M.  Wilson  of  Falmouth  in  a  double  wedding 
ceremony  at  her  Fayette  County  home,  the  other 
principals  being  Captain  Benjamin  Theodore 
Biggs,  then  of  Falmouth,  and  Miss  Kate  Kerr, 
the  brides  being  sisters  and  the  grooms  being 
cousins.  On  April  26,  1916,  their  golden  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  was  happily  celebrated  in  Fal¬ 
mouth.  Mrs.  Riggs  is  the  only  one  of  the  four 
now  surviving,  Capt.  Wilson  having  died  at  Fal¬ 
mouth  on  November  22,  1918,  and  Capt.  Riggs  at 
Cynthiana  on  September  14,  1920. 

’’Captain  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Wilson  lived  for  a 
few  years  in  Williamstown  and  Cynthiana,  then 
located  in  Falmouth  in  1874.,  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children  all  of  whom  survive 
namely:  Dr.  J.  E.  Wilson,  Misses  Mary  and  Ella 
Wilson,  all  of  Falmouth;  Ralph  R.  Wilson  of 
Frankfort;  and  James  T.  Wilson  of  Cynthiana. 
She  leaves  one  brother,  General  John  B.  Kerr, 
U.  S.  A.  retired,  of  Washington;  one  sister, 
Mrs.  B.  T.  Riggs  of  Cynthiana.  Other  sisters, 
now  deceased  were  Mrs.  Mary  Tunis  of  Danville; 
Mrs.  Nannie  Wilson  of  Williamstown;  Mrs.  Sallie 
Crawford  of  Perryville;  and  Mrs.  Janie  de  Roode 
of  Lexington.  The  late  James  H.  Kerr  was  a 
brother. 

"The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  Presbyterian  Church  Thursday  afternoon  at 
five  o’clock  conducted  by  Rev.  T.  F.  Taliaferro 
of  Frankfort,  and  Rev.  Cary  F.  Moore  of  Cynthi¬ 
ana.  In  accordance  with  the  previously  ex¬ 
pressed  wish  of  the  deceased,  the  pallbearers 
were  her  three  sons,  her  two  grandsons — Thomas 
and  Edwin  Wilson  of  Frankfort  and  Clarence  M. 
Wilson  of  Falmouth.  The  burial  was  beside  her 
husband  on  the  family  lot  in  Riverside  Cemetery. 
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The  grave  was  beautiful  with  flowers  emblematic' 
of  the  sweet  beautiful  life  that  withered  here 
to  blossom  anew  in  Paradise, 

"How  shall  a  son  pay  just  tribute  to  such  a 
noble  mother?  His  poor,  faltering  pen  can  at¬ 
tempt  no  fitting  eulogy  in  an  hour  when  his  eyes 
are  dimmed  and  words  are  but  feeble  things. 
There  are  surging  sentiments  and  swelling  emo¬ 
tions  which  form  into  a  soft  halo  about  Mother’s 
hallowed  brow,  too  intimate  and  too  sacred  to 
reveal  to  public  view.  But  we-  should  seem 
lacking  in  love  and  recreant  to  a  filial  duty 
to  leave  unacknowledged  the  sacred  debt  of 
gratitude  we  children  all  owe  for  having  been 
granted  the  supreme  blessing  of  having  such  a 
mother, 

"For  more  than  a  half  century  her  life  was 
ideal  as  a  loyal  and  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
crowned  with  a  self-effacing  unselfishness  that 
was  sublime..  Never  do  we  recall  when  she  sought 
her  own  pleasure — her  thoughts  were  always  of 
others.  Her  highest  thought — next  to  her  con¬ 
stant  worship  of  God  and  her  devotion  to  her 
Savior — was  to  fulfill*  lovingly  her  duties  in 
the  home.  By  word  and  deed,  by  precept  and  ex¬ 
ample,  w ith  an  unending  motherly  love  that 
flowed  like  a  bountiful  ceaseless  stream,  she 
sought  to  guide  and  teach  and  mould  each  young 
life  in  her  keeping,  writing  deep  on  tablets  of 
memory  rich  lessons  which  time  can  never  efface. 

"Her  religious  life  was  beautiful  to  behold. 
Gentle,  quiet,  unassuming,  her  sweet  humility 
was  as  beautiful  as  her  deep-seated  faith. 
During  her  declining  years  she  found  comfort 
and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  no 
doubt  ever  disturbed  the  calm  repose  of  her 
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soul.  As  the  shadows  deepened  near  her  jour¬ 
ney’s  end  her  simple  faith  was  a  radiant  lamp 
which  lighted  her  through  the  valley  and  she 
was  unafraid.  When  she  saw  that  the  end  was 
not  far  away  she  was  eager  to  finish  the  jour¬ 
ney  and  prayed  that  she  might  soon  pass  through 
eternity’s  portals.  And  though  her  going  leaves 
sorrow  behind,  yet  it  leaves  no  bitter  tears  of 
anguish  —  for  in  such  a  death  there  is  no  sting." 

— J.  T.  W. 

EMMA  LEONA  WILSON,  the  sixth  child  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Wilson  (n§e  Zerelda  Thomas),  was 
born  October  1,  1840,  and  was  a  most  lovable 
child,  kind  and  obedient  and  was  loved  by  every¬ 
one  who  knew  her.  She  united  with  the  Falmouth 
Church  in  1859  and  found  her  belief  in  Christ 
very  comforting  during  her  last  illness  caused 
by  cancer  from  which  she  died,  February  5,  1895. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  with  George  Rule, 
one  of  Falmouth’s  leading  merchants,  May  20, 
1873,  the  occasion  being  a  triple  wedding  at 
the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church,  with  the  other 
couples  marrying  being  her  brother,  Lewis  New¬ 
ton  Wilson,  and  Miss  Jane  Sharp,  and  her  young¬ 
est  sister,  Arabelle,  and  Frazier  Robbins.  No 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Rule. 

OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  EMMA  RULE 

"Mrs.  Emma  -Rule  was  born  October  1,  1840. 
She  united  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  1859, 
and  was  married  to  Brother  George  R.  Rule  on 
May  20,  1873,  and  died  February  5,  1895. 

"Mrs.  Rule  was  the  daughter  of  the. late  Dr. 
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James  and  Zerelda  Thomas  Wilson.  She  was  a 
most  lovable  child,  kind,  obedient  and  a  favor¬ 
ite  with  most  people.  She  was  almost  the  idol 
of  the  home  with  the  brothers — always  kind, 
tender,  gentle,  and  affectionate,  ever  ready  to 
do  anything  that  would  add  comfort  to  the  home, 
and  many  are  ready  to  verify  what  Brother  Rule 
has  often  said  to  the  writer  of  these  lines: 
’She  was  a  companion  without  superior.'  How 
devoted  to  her  husband,  how  true,  how  noble  was 
the  spirit  she  possessed.  Few  women  had  more 
friends.  Her  pastor  visited  her  frequently 
during  her  last  illness,  and  although  suffering 
from  that  dreadful  disease,  cancer,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  wasting  away,  she  was  always  calm  and  un¬ 
complaining.  Upon  one  occasion  she  remarked  if 
it  were  not  for  the  supply  of  God’s  grace,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  bear  the  afflictions  of 
life.  When  asked  if  she  felt  the  comforting 
and  sustaining  influence  of  God’s  grace,  she 
replied:  'Oh,  yes,  I  could  not  live  without 
it. '  Evidently  she  lived  by  it,  with  it,  and 
through  the  constant  supply  of  grace  from  heav¬ 
en.  She  has  done  her  work  well,  has  finished 
her  course,  fought  the  last  battle  of  life,  and 
come  off  more  than  conqueror  in  the  final  strug¬ 
gle.  She  is  gone  but  is  not  dead.  No,  she  is 
now  enjoying  the  company  of  'those  who  came  up 
through  great  tribulations  and  washed  their 
robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
lamb.  '  Let  us  not  weep  as  those  who  have  no 
hope,  but  with  a  steadfast  faith  look  beyond 
the  dark,  deep  grave  with  the  blessed  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  a  reunion  in  that  sunbright  clime  where 
darkness,  death  and  destruction  can  never  come. 

"Her  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her 
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pastor  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  then  she  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Riverside  Cemetery.  She 
leaves  a  husband,  five  brothers,  many  relatives 
and  numerous  friends  to  mourn  her  loss.  Let  us 
patiently  wait  until  the  Master  calls  us  hence. 

Go,  Spirit,  go,  and  take  thy  flight. 

Leave  this  dull  mortal  here, 

And  soar  to  worlds  of  bliss  and  light 
To  dwell  eternally  there." 

— Her  Pastor. 

ELLA  WILSON,  the  seventh  child  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  May  28,  1843,  and  only  lived  until  May 
18,  1848,  being  four  years,  11  months,  and  20 
days  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

WILLIAM  EDWIN  WILSON,  the  eighth  child  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth , 
Kentucky,  May  8,  1846,  and  died  there  July  28, 
1919.  He  was  married  June  14,  1882,  to  Effie 
McCunne  and  they  had  no  children.  The  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions,  made  by  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Falmouth,  and  signed  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  (Chas.  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Colvin,  and 
L.  M.  Day),  upon  the  life  of  Mr.  Wilson  are  an 
excellent  account  of  his  life. 

"On  July  28th,  1918,  death  took  from  us  W. 
E.  Wilson,  Clerk  of  the  City  Council  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Ky.,  and  Superintendent  of  Water  Works 
and  Electric  Lights.  He  was  born  in  Pendleton 
County,  Kentucky,  May  8,  1846,  and  lived  there¬ 
in  practically  all  of  his  life.  He  served  as 
Clerk  of  the  City  Council  for  28  years,  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Water  Works  for  23  years 
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and  as  Superintendent  of  the  Electric  Lights 
for  7  years. 

MHe  was  conscientious,  honest,  modest  and 
retiring  and  an  upright  official,  and  a  better 
friend  no  man  ever  had.  He  gave  practically 
all  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  city,  at 
a  very  modest  salary.  He  was  the  most  learned 
man  on  city  affairs  within  our  knowledge. 

"As  evidence  of  our  appreciation  of  his  high 
character  and  an  expression  of  our  sympathy  for 
his  brother  and  other  relatives,  adopt  the 
following  resolutions. 

"Be  it  resolved  by  the  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Falmouth,  Ky.,  that  this  tribute  to  his 
memory  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  City 
Council  and  a  copy  of  same  sent  to  each  paper 
published  in  the  City  and  a  copy  sent  by  the 
acting  Clerk  of  the  City  to  his  brother  and 
relatives . " 

LEWIS  NEWTON  WILSON,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky, 
August  4,  1848,  and  was  familiarly  known  to  the 
folks  of  "yesterday"  as  "Newt."  He  was  a  civil 
and  mining  engineer  and  surveyed  through  Ken¬ 
tucky  for  the  Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany.  He  retained  his  home  in  the  city  of  his 
birth;  coming  back  he  served  as  town  marshal. 
Later  he  moved  to  Ducktown,  Tennessee,  where  he 
was  employed  by  the  Tennessee  Copper  and  Rail¬ 
road  Company.  He  was  married  to  Jane  Sharpe 
May  20,  1873.  After  her  death  he  made  his  home 
with  his  daughters.  He  lived  for  a  time  near 
Lake  Wales,  Florida,  later  migrating  to  Coconut 
Grove,  now  a  part  of  Miami,  Florida,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days  on  earth,  and  died  January 
29,  1928.  Mary  Jane  Sharpe  was  born  November 
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11,  1846,  and  died  June  7,  1906.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  Newton  Wilson  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.,  Lewis  Newton,  Jr.,  Mary  Arabelle, 
Cora  Louise,  William  Sharpe,  Thomas  Snell,  Emma 
Rule,  Frances,  and  Augustin. 

Lewis  Newton  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  born  April  6, 
1874,  and  was  married  to  Carrie  F.  Glass,  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1900.  To  them  were  born  one  son,  Ed¬ 
ward,  who  was  born  November  23,  1900.  He  was 
married  to  Mary  Rothwell  on  July  23,  1919. 
They  have  no  children.  They  reside  at  Hope- 
well,  Virginia.  Address,  Box  764. 

Mary  Arabelle  Wilson,  the  second  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Newton  Wilson  (Mary  Jane 
Sharpe),  was  born  October  8,  1876,  and  died  July 
15,  1923.  She  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  H. 
Perry  on  December  18,  1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  H.  Perry  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.,  Thomas  Newton,  Emma  Louise,  Frank 
L. ,  Carrie  Mabelle,  and  Ruby  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Newton  Perry  was  born  February  2, 
1903,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rose  M. 
Rinn,  the  wedding  being  an  event  of  October  20, 
1925. 

Emma  Louise  Perry,  the  second  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Perry,  was  born  July  17, 
1905,  and  died  the  15th  day  of  July,  1923, 
after  spending  the  short  time  of  almost  eight¬ 
een  years  on  earth. 

Frank  L.  Perry  first  saw  the  light  of  the 
world  on  April  17,  1908,  and  was  married  to 
Marvelene  McNeely  the  17th  day  of  June,  1932. 

Carrie  Mabelle  Perry  was  born  September  11, 
19L0,  and  was  married  January  16,  1931,  to 
James  Herbert  Forks.  They  have  one  son,  James 
Gorden,  who  was  born  June  12,  1936.  They  re- 
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side  at  1912  Walker  Avenue,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Ruby  Elizabeth  Perry,  the  sixth  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Perry  (nde  Mary  Arabelle 
Wilson),  was  born  November  10,  1914,  and  died 
the  15th  day  of  July,  1923,  the  same  day  that 
her  sister,  Emma  Louise,  died. 

Cora  Louise,  the  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Newton  Wilson  (nee  Mary  Jane  Sharpe),  was 
born  May  13,  1879,  and  died  October  3,  1904.  She 
was  married  to  Albert  H.  Smith,  November  28, 
1900.  To  them  were  born  three  sons,  all  of 
whom  died  in  infancy. 

William  Sharpe4  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
Newton  Wilson,  was  born  October  16,  1881,  and 
died  July  7,  1897. 

Thomas  Snell  Wilson  was  born  March  16,  1884, 
and  was  called  to  "that  land  which  is  fairer 
than  day"  on  December  5,  1908. 

Emma  Rule  Wilson,  the  sixth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  Newton  Wilson,  was  born  May  25,  1886, 
and  was  married  to  George  M.  Panhorst  on  July 
28,  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Panhorst  re¬ 
side  at  114  Murphee  Street,  Troy,  Alabama. 
They  have  two  sons,  George  M.,  Jr.,  and  Hendrik 
Wilson . 

George  M.  Panhorst,  Jr.,  was  born  January 
18,  1912,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Gen- 
nette  Frazier  on  June  9,  1935. 

Hendrik  Wilson  Panhorst  was  born  November  3, 
1913.  His  marriage  to  Ruby  Furlow  was  an  event 
of  November  3,  1935.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Katherine  M.,  born  January  8,  1938. 

Frances  Wilson,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  1  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  Newton  Wilson,  was  born  Marchn26, 
1889.  She  had  a  twin  brother  named,  Augustin. 
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Frances  was  married  to  Edwin  M.  Jorden,  Jr., 
November  25,  1908.  To  them  have  been  born  two 
sons,  Edwin  M.  Ill,  and  Harold  A. 

Edwin  M.  Jorden  III,  was  born  December  7, 
1918,  and  was  married  February  7,  1937  to 
Florence  J.  Blackwell.  They  are  the  proud 
parents  of  one  son,  James  Edward,  who  was  born 
May  16,  1938. 

Harold  A.  Jorden  was  born  February  21,  1920. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Edwin.  M.  Jorden,  Jr.,  re¬ 
sides  at  2854  Oak  Avenue,  Coconut  Grove,  Flori¬ 
da 

Augustin  (or  Augustus)  Wilson  and  his  twin 
sister,  Frances,  were  born  in  Augusta,  Kentucky, 
March  26,  1889.  He  lived  most  of  his  life  in 
Tennessee  where  his  father  was  a  civil  and  min¬ 
ing  engineer,  later  living  with  his  family  in 
Florida.  He  was  a  clerk  in  Cincinnati  for 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company  and  also  followed  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  a  World  War  Veteran. 
Augustin  died  at  a  Cincinnati  hospital,  March 
22,  1936. 


OBITUARY  OF  LEWIS  NEWTON  WILSON 

"'Newt'  as  he  was  familiarly  known  among 
those  who  grew  up  with  him  and  all  of  our  local 
folks  of  'yesterday'  was  a  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Wilson,  was  born  the  4th  day  of  August, 
1848,  and  died  January  29,  1928.  There  were 
seven  children  who  grew  to  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  and  all'  together  with  the  venerable  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother,  have  passed  to  a  'Spirit 
World. ' 

"Newt  Wilson  was  married  to  Jennie  Sharp, 
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daughter  of  Mrs.  Marie  Woodworth  Sharp.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  this  union.  Three  are 
living  and  five  have  passed  on.  His  wife  was 
an  invalid  for  many  years,  and  finally  was 
brought  back  to  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Cora  Fabra,  where  she  died  in  June,  1907.  Mr. 
Wilson  lived  at  Falmouth  for  a  time  after  his 
marriage  and  was  engaged  in  the  survey  through 
Kentucky  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad. 
He  retained  his  home  there  and  coming  back  to 
his  home  town,  he  served  the  town  as  marshal. 
Later  he  moved  to  Tennessee  and  was  identified 
with  the  Tennessee  Copper  Co.  and  R.  R.,  living 
at  Ducktown,  Tennessee. 

"Mr.  Wilson  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  the 
Orion  Lodge  at  Falmouth  October  26,  1871,  While 
living  in  Tennessee  he  affiliated  there  and 
served  his  lodge  as  Master  for  a  time.  After 
his  wife’s  death  he  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter.  He  lived  for  a  time  near  Lake  Wales, 
Florida,  where  he  acquired  a  tract  of  farmland. 
Later  he  migrated  to  Coconut  Grove,  now  a  part 
of  Miami,  Florida,  and  spent  his  last  years  on 
earth  there. 

"When  Newt  made  his  last  visit  to  Falmouth 
he  expressed  the  wish  that  he  be  buried  there 
by  the  side  of  his  wife,  whom  he  loved  above 
everyone  else.  This  wish  was  gratified  and  his 
body  tenderly  placed  there  by  his  Masonic 
brothers . " 


OBITUARY  OF  AUGUSTUS  WILSON 

"Augustus  Wilson,  son  of  Louis  Newton  and 
Jane  (Sharpe)  Wilson,  was  born  in  Augusta,  Ky., 
March  26,  1889,  but  lived  most  of  his  life  in 
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Tennessee  where  his  father  was  engaged  as  civil 
and  mining  engineer,  having  a  prominent  part  in 
the  survey  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  R.  R.  Gus 
Wilson’s  grandfather  was  the  late  Dr.  James 
Wilson,  pioneer  physician  of  Falmouth.  Moving 
to  Florida,  the  family  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  on  their  fruit  plantation  in  that  state. 
After  the  death  of  both  parents,  Gus  located  in 
Cincinnati  about  seven  years  ago,  he  there  be¬ 
ing  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Sears 
Roebuck  stores  ini  that  district. 

”He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  a  former  Mason  and  a  World  War  veteran. 
Modest  and  reserved,  he  was  an  exemplary  citi¬ 
zen  respected  by  all  who  knew  his  admirable 
qualities . 

”He  died  Sunday  morning,  March  22,  1936,  in 
a  Cincinnati  hospital.  He  is  survived  by  two 
sisters  and  one  brother,  many  other  relatives 
and  a  host  of  friends.” 

MARY  SNELL  WILSON,  the-  tenth  child  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,  March  2,  1851,  and  died  there  on  Au¬ 
gust  11,  1851,  being  five  months  and  nine  days 
old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

ARABELLE  WILSON,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth 
on  July  14,  1854,  and  died  there  in  the  year 
1878.  Her  marriage  to  Frazer  Robbins  was  an 
event  of  May  20,  1873,  the-  <  ceremony  being 
solemnized  in  the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church. 
One  child  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frazer 
Robbins  who  died  in  infancy. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  Mr. 


[SO] 


THE  WILSON  FAMILY 


Robbins  was  the  first  citizen  of  Falmouth  to 
purchase  a  two-seated  carriage  or  surrey. 

THOMAS  PICKETT  WILSON,  the  youngest  child  of 
Dr.  James  and  Zerelda  (Thomas)  Wilson,  was  born 
in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  October  5,  1859.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Nora  Harriet  Hobday, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday 
(nee  Eliza  Isabel!  Minor),  on  May  11,  1882.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Pickett  Wilson  were  born 
three  children,  Stella  Josephine,  Clarence 
Minor,  and  Roy  Madison. 

Thomas  Pickett  Wilson  for  several  years  was 
manager  of  the  Fabra  Food  Company  at  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,,  manufacturing  livestock  and  poultry 
food  and  medicine.  He  held  this  position  until 
his  death,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1903.  Mr. 
Wilson  became  a  member  of  the  A.  0.  W.  U.  and  a 
long  life  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  later 
becoming  one  of  its  officers. 

Stella  Josephine  Wilson  was  born  November 
22,  1885.  Early  in  life  she  became  a  member  of 
the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church  and  was  a  teacher 
in  the  intermediate  department.  She  received  a 
practical  common  school  education  at  the  Pen¬ 
dleton  Academy.  Stella  Josephine  never  was 
married  and  lives  at  home  with  her  mother  on 
Wilson  Street  in  Falmouth. 

Clarence  Minor  Wilson  was  born  August  20, 
1887,  and  was  married  to  Mrs.  Isabella  (Tobin) 
Dunstall  on  September  12,  1922.  He  was  employ¬ 
ed  at  the  firm  of  M.  &  C.  A.  Barrett,  Falmouth’s 
millinery  and  drygoods  store,  until  April  24, 
1918,  when  he  was  called  to  the  colors.  After 
the  Armistice  of  1918  he  returned  to  Falmouth 
where  he  and  E.  M.  Davis  entered  into  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  which  they  operated  until  the 
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late  1920’s.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  his 
present  location  on  Shelby  Street  near  the 
little  iron  bridge  where  he  is  one  of  Falmouth’s 
largest  cream  bu^/ers,  and  also  an  agent  for 
life  insurance.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Falmouth  Methodist  Church,  and  alsp  of  the 
Hardin-Browning  Post  No,  109,  American  Legion. 
He  is  very  kind  and  good-hearted  to  everyone 
and  has  many  friends  in  Falmouth  and  Pendleton 
County.  Mrs.  Wilson  has  two  children,  Marty 
Belle  and  Frank  Dunstall.  Marty  Belle  was  born 
June  24,  1913,  and  married  Stanley  Henry  on 
August  13,  1937.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Falmouth 
High  School.  They  live  at  Mt.  Sterling,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  have  two  children.  Frarrk  was  born 
August  19,  1917,  and  attended  Falmouth  High 
School  through  his  junior  year.  He  was  married 
July  31,  1938,  to  Elaine  Earle ,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Earle.  They  reside  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  have  one  son,  Billy  Earle  Dunstall, 
who  was  born  February  7,  1940. 

MARRIAGE  OF  CLARENCE  M.  WILSON 

TO  MRS.  ALICE  ISABEL  DUNSTALL 

"Clarence  M.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Isabel  Dunstall, 
well-known  couple  of  Falmouth,  were  united  in 
marriage  Tuesday  afternoon,  September  12,  1922 
at  2:00  o’clock  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
F.  Crecelius  on  Shelby  Avenue.  Rev.  J.  Frank 
Richardson  of  the  Methodist  Church  performed 
the  ceremony.  Only  a  few  near  relatives  and 
close  friends  witnessed  the  ceremony.  The 
bride  was  attired  in  a  blue  traveling  suit. 

"The  bride  is  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Katherine 
Tobin  of  Frankfort,  and  comes  from  one  of  the 
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best  families  in  the  Blue  Grass  section.  She 
has  made  her  home  in  this  city  for  the  past 
four  years,  and  has  endeared  herself  to  a  host 
of  friends.  She  is  a  cultured  and  a  refined 
woman  of  true  heart  and  mind  and  endowed  with 
all  the  fine  attributes  of  character  that  go  to 
make  a  man  a  happy  home. 

"The  bridegroom  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Nora  H. 
Wilson  and  the  late  Pickett  Wilson,  and  was 
born  and  reared  in  Falmouth,  he  is  a  young  man 
of  fine  character  and  true  to  every  obligation 
in  life.  He  is  a  World  War  veteran  and  spent 
eleven  months  overseas  with  the  lightfield 
artillery  and  served  on  the  Verdun  front. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  home  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  Shelby  Avenue, 
and  is  enjoying  a  most  lucrative  trade. 

"After  the  ceremony  the  happy  couple  motored 
to  Lexington  and  Frankfort  for  a  few  days’ 
visit.  On  their  return  they  will  go  to  house¬ 
keeping  in  the  groom’s  home  on  the  corner  of 
Fourth  Street  and  Maple  Avenue." 

MARRIAGE  OF 

ELAINE  EARLE  TO  WILLIAM  FRANK  DUNSTALL 

"The  wedding  of  Miss  Elaine  Earle,  the  old¬ 
est  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Earle, 
and  Mr.  William  Frank  Dunstall,  son  of  Mrs.  C. 
M.  Wilson  was  solemnized  at  10  o’clock  Sunday 
morning,  July  31,  1938,  in  the  parsonage  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Alexandria,  the  Rev. 
Arley  Jones,  officiating. 

"The  bride  wore  an  informal  blue  dress  with 
navy  blue  accessories.  She  wore  a  shoulder 
corsage  of  'pink  American  Beauty  roses.  The 
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matron  of  honor  was  the  bride’s  aunt,  Mrs. 
Richard  Mann,  who  wore  black  with  white  acces¬ 
sories  . 

"The  groom  wore  a  gray  business  suit.  Mr. 
Richard  Mann  served  as  Mr.  Dunstall’s  best  man 
and  also  wore  gray. 

"Mrs.  Dunstall  is  a  graduate  of  the  Falmouth 
High  School,  class  of  1937,  and  of  the  Marinella 
School  of  Beauty  Culture  in  Cincinnati.  She 
has  passed  both  Ohio  and  Kentucky  examinations 
for  beauticians.  She  is  also  an  accomplished, 
pianist.  The  groom  attended  Falmouth  High. 
School  and  is  at  the  present  time  employed  as  a 
distributing  agent  for  the  Pepsi-Cola  Bottling 
Co. 

"Following  a  brief  trip  to  Cincinnati  they 
returned  to  Falmouth  where  they  were  entertained, 
by  the  bride’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  B. 
Earle,  at  a  family  dinner  at  their  home  on  west 

i 

Shelby  Street. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunstall  will  be  at  home  to 
their  friends  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  grand¬ 
mother,  Mrs.  Ida  K.  Earle,  on  Maple  Avenue  af¬ 
ter  next  week." 

Roy  Madison  Wilson,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Pickett  Wilson  (nee  Nora  H. 
Hobday),  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  1890.  He  received  a  practical  education, 
but  he,  like  his  brother,  Clarence,  left  school 
when  he  was  young,  his  father  having  died  when, 
he  (Roy)  was  only  thirteen  years  old.  Roy  Mad¬ 
ison  Wilson  clerked  in  several  stores  in  Fal¬ 
mouth,  later  entering  into  the  drygoods  and  no¬ 
tion  business  and  had  one  of  the  largest  stores 
of  its  kind  in  that  city  when  he  sold  and  pur- 
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chased  a  farm  east  of  Georgetown,  Ohio,  After 
a  few  years  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  a 
smaller  one  northeast  of  town  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  Falmouth 
Methodist  Church  and  was  superintendent  of  that 
Sunday  School  for  twelve  years  prior  to  his 
moving  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  member  of  the  build¬ 
ing  committee  when  the  church  was  rebuilt  in 
1927. 

The  marriage  of  Roy  Madison  Wilson  and  Lydia 
Exira  Kirk  which  occurred  August  7,  1918,  brought 
together  the  families  of  Part  II  and 'Part  III 
of  this  genealogy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  M.  Wil¬ 
son  have  been  born  two  children,  viz.,  Clarence 
Kirk,  the  author  of  this  book,  and  Margaret 
Evelyn . 

I,  Clarence  Kirk  Wilson,  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,  June  27, 1919.  When  I  was  seven  years 
of  age  I  entered  the  Falmouth  Public  School 
where  I  received  the  first  two  years  of  my  edu¬ 
cation.  When  our  family  moved  to  Georgetown, 
Ohio,  I  entered  the  local  school  from  which  I 
graduated  in  May.  1938.  Upon  graduating  from 
high  school  I  started  from  door  to  door  taking 
orders  for  Christmas  and  other  greeting  cards, 
also  selling  popcorn  which  I  raised  on  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm.  Later  I  became  a  salesman  for 
Willens  &  Company,  commercial  printers,  and 
Croghan  Engraving  &  Printing  Company,  printers 
of  high  school  invitations  and  cards.  I  am 
still  representative  for  both  of  these  firms. 
In  July,  1941,  I  opened  a  confectionery  in 
Georgetown  where  I  am  now  enjoying  a  fine  busi¬ 
ness.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Falmouth  Methodist 
Church  and  in  politics,  a  Republican. 

Margaret  Evelyn  Wilson  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
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Kentucky,  October  13,  1923.  She  received  her 
education  at  Georgetown,  Ohio,  and  was  the  hon¬ 
ored  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  1941. 
When  in  the  seventh  grade  she  began  taking  les¬ 
sons  on  the  violin  and  continued  for  five  years. 
Since  graduation  she  has  been  employed  as  a 
bookkeeper  and  recently  was  made  clerk  in  the 
local  OPA  office. 

BIOGRAPHY  OF 

MRS.  NORA  HARRIET  (HOBDAY)  WILSON 

"Nora  Harriet,  the  fifth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday  (nee  Eliza  Isabell 
Minor),  was  born  the  18th  day  of  February,  1861, 
on  a  farm  in  Pendleton  County  near  Falmouth, 
Kentucky.  Her  father  and  family  moved  to  Fal¬ 
mouth  in  December,  1868,  coming  up  the  Licking 
River  from  Wagner’s  Ferry  in  a  ferry  boat  and 
landing  at  the  Point  in  Falmouth. 

"Music  has  played  an  important  part  in  the 
life  of  this  true-hearted  womanj  just  as  it 
does  in  anyone’s  life.  Nora  H.  Hobday  started 
to  school  at  the  age  of  eight,  having  received 
some  training  at  home  before  that  time.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  she  began  the  study  of  music  and 
studied  it  for  six  years ,  after  which  she  taught 
several  to  finger  the  black  and  white  keys. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church 
and  took  an  active  part  in  church  work  when  she 
was  young.  She  was  organist  for  her  church  and 
also  for  the  Baptist  Church  for  a  short  time. 

"On  the  11th  day  of  May,  1882,  she  became 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Pickett  Wilson,  the  youngest 
child  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson  (nbe  Zerelda 
Snell  Thomas).  To  this  union  were  born  one 
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daughter,  Stella  Josephine,  and  two  sons,  Clar¬ 
ence  Minor  and  Roy  Madison,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  They  made  their  home  in  Falmouth  and 
in  March,  1891,  moved  near  the  Fair  Grounds  in 
west  Falmouth  where  Mrs.  Wilson  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Miss  Stella,  now  reside.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
a  kind  and  loyal  husband  until  his  death,  July 
4,  1903. 

"Although  Mrs.  Wilson  stays  at  home  all  of 
the  time,  she  enjoys  keeping  up  with  the  events 
of  the  day  by  means  of  the  radio  and  newspaper. 
She  reads  without  the  aid  of  glasses  and  still 
plays  the  piano.  No  one  can  render  more  beau¬ 
tiful  music  than  she."--C.  K.  W. 

OBITUARY  OF  THOMAS  PICKETT  WILSON 

"Thomas  Pickett  Wilson,  the  youngest  son  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson,  was  born  In  Falmouth, 
October  5,  1859,  and  died  there  July  4,  1903. 
He  left  four  brothers:  Dr.  John  Wilson  of  Wil- 
liamstown,  Captain  J.  M.  Wilson  and  W.  Ed  of 
Falmouth,  and  Lewis  Newton  of  McCay,  Tennessee; 
a  widow  and  three  children,  Clarence,  Roy,  and 
Stella;  many  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends. 

"Pickett  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Nora 
Hobday  on  May  11,  1882.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Stella,  Clarence,  and  Roy.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  the  successful  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Fabra  Food  Company.  In  1888  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  A.  0.  U.  W. ,  and  continued 
a  member  of  good  standing  until  his  death.  In 
early  life  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church  and 
in  later  years  was  one  of  its  most  trusted 
officers. 

"He  was  a  man  of  transparent  character.  His 
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good  will  and  kind  feeling  towards  everyone  was 
so  apparent  that  he  made  friends  without  any 
direct  effort  to  do  so.” 

OBITUARY' OF  MRS.  ZERELDA  (THOMAS)  WILSON 

"Last  Saturday,  December  12,  1891,  Mrs. 

Zerelda  Thomas  Wilson,  widow  of  the  late  Dr. 
James  Wilson,  an  estimable  lady  and  a  long  life 
resident  of  Balmouth,  Ky.,  died  after  an  illness 
of  but  a  few  days.  Funeral  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  D.  W.  Robertson, 
assisted  by  Rev.  E.  L.  Southgate  of  Lexington. 
The  following  is  an  outline  furnished  us  by  her 
pastor : 

Mr s  .  Zerelda  Thomas  Wilson,  widow 
of  the  late  Dr.  James  Wilson,  was 
born  August  20,  1814,  and  died.  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1891,  aged  seventy-seven 

years,  three  months  and  twenty-two 
days . 

She  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Snell  Thomas,  and  one  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  remain. 

She  was  married  to  Dr.  James  Wil¬ 
son,  January  28,  1830,  who  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1881,  preceding  her  to 

the  grave  ten  years,  nine  months 
and  twenty-two  days. 

"The  period  of  her  married  life  was  fifty- 
one  years  and  fifteen  days.  She  celebrated  her 
golden  wedding  anniversary  in  the  house  that 
was  built  by' her  father  in.  the  year  she  was 
born.  She  moved  out  of  that  house  on  the  60th. 
anniversary  of  her  marriage,  since  which  time> 
her  home  has  been  with  her,  sen-in-law  and  daugh^ 
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ter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rule.  She  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  have  departed  this 
life.  She  was  the  oldest  resident  of  Falmouth, 
having  lived  here  seventy-seven  years.  She  was 
thus  identified  with  the  place  and  its  people 
for  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  century.  She 
united  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  childhood, 
according  to  the  calculations  of  her  sister,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  She  joined  the  church 
*and  was  baptized  at  what  is  known  as  the  Beech 
Wood  Camp  Meeting,  and  it  is  calculated  that 
the  home  where  she  died  stands  on  the  site  of 
the  speakers’  stand  of  the  old  Beech  Wood  Camp 
Meeting.  It  is  an  affecting  coincidence  that 
after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  upon  the  very 
ground  where  she  was  translated  from  the  king¬ 
dom  of  darkness  to  the  kingdom  of  light,  she 
laid  down  the  burden  of  life  and  passed  into, 
the  spiritual  world.  Her  Christian  experience 
was  clear  and  her  devotion  to  duty  steady  and 
unflinching.  When  she  stood  upon  the  threshold 
of  the  visible  church,  she  was  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  regenerating  the  grace  of  God 
and  after  several  days  of  deep  heart-searching, 
repentance  and  earnest  prayer ,  she  was  made  con¬ 
scious  of  the  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord, 
Jesus  Christ.  To  the  fact  that  the  Son  of  Man 
hath  power  to  forgive  sins  she  bore  them  faith¬ 
ful  witness  through  life. 

"She  often  referred  to  her  conversion  as  an 
event  that  gave  vitality  to  her  whole  Christian 
career.  Sister  Wilson  was  modest  in  her  pro¬ 
fessions.  Hence  her  life  does  not  abound  with 
occasional  striking  points,  but  can  best  be 
compared  to  the  steady  flow  of  the  deep,  pure 
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stream  that  moves  uniformly  on  to  its  ocean 
home  • 

"She  was  intelligent.  She  knew  the  doctrine 
and  usages  of  her  church  and  adhered  to  them, 
and  was  acquainted  with  the  current  thoughts  of 
the  times  in  which  she  lived.  She  was  the  old¬ 
est  native  citizen  of  Falmouth,  Ky.,  likewise 
she  was  longer  identified  with  our  church  at 
this  place  than  anyone  else.  On  our  historical 
church  register  her  name  stands  opposite  No.  1." 
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THE  HOBDAY  FAMILY 


The  Hobday  Family  which  has  a  very  honorable 
history  finds  its  place  in  this  book  through 
the  marriage  of  Nora  Harriet  Hobday,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday,  Jr.  (nee) 
Eliza  Isabelle  Minor ),  and  Thomas  Pickett  Wilson ,\ 
the  youngest  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson 
(nee  Zerelda  Thomas). 

Three  brothers,  one  whose  name  was  John  Ed¬ 
ward  Hobday,  Sr.,  emigrated  from  Scotland  to 
this  country  many  years  ago  and  settled  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  One  of  the  brothers  was  separated  from 
the  other  two  while  in  Virginia  and  there  is  no 
record  of  him  and  his  family.  During  the  late 
17th  or  early  18th  century  John  Edward  Hobday,, 
Sr.,  and  his  other  brother  emigrated  to  Lexing-s 
ton,  Kentucky,  where  the  latter  evidently  es¬ 
tablished  his  home,  there  being  no  further  re¬ 
cord  of  him. 

John  Edward  Hobday,  Sr.,  located  at  Wagner’s 
Ferry,  Pendleton  County,  near  Falmouth,  Kentuc¬ 
ky,  about  1816  or  1817.  Records  show  that  he 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Pendleton.  County 
during  the  years  of  1819,  1820,  1822,  1823, 

1824,  1825,  and  1826.  He  was  sheriff  of  the 

same  county  from  1829  to  1831.  He  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Coleman  and  to  this  union  were 
horn  six  daughters  and  one^son,  John  Edwa,r;d,  Jr* 
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John  Edward  Hobday ,  Jr .,  was  born  at  Wagner’s 
Ferry  November  5,  1818,  and  was  married  March 
27,  1845,  to  Eliza  Isabella,  daughter  of  the 
late  Richard  Johnson  and  Harriet  (Frazier)  Min¬ 
or.  (Miss  Frazier  was  the  '  daughter  of  John 
Frazier,  Sr.)  To  this  union  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.,  Josephine,  John  James,  and  Johnson, 
Minor  who  died  in  infancy,  Nora  Harriet,,  Madi¬ 
son  Van  Doren,  and  Charles  Edward.  The  Hobdays 
moved  on  a  ferry  boat  to  Falmouth  in  December, 
1868,  where  John  Edward  Hobday,  Jr.,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1895. 

JOSEPHINE  HOBDAY,  the  oldest  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday  Jr.  (nde  Eliza 
Isabell  Minor),  was  born  September  4,  1846,  and 
died  March  13,  1937.  She  grew  to  womanhood  on.  a 
farm  and  was  a  very  kind  and  cheerful  woman  and 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  November  19,  1869,  to  Archibald  T. 
Wiggins,  well-known  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wig¬ 
gins  resided  on  a  large  farm  near  Milford, 
Kentucky,  where  he  was  a  good  farmer,  raising 
many,  many  hogs  and  very*  large  crops  of  corn. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiggins  were  born  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.,  Elizabeth,  Edward,  Thomas,  Charles, 
and  Truett,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy.  * 

Elizabeth  Wiggins,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Wiggins,  was  born  January  24, 
1871.  She  lived  at  home  with  her  parents  all 
of  her  life  and  was  never  married.  Most  of  her 
life  was  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Milford,  un¬ 
til  only  a  few  years  ago  when  she  and  her 
mother  moved  to  Falmouth  where  her  mother  died 
in  1937.  Miss  Wiggins  still  resides  on  Liberty 
Street  where  she  is  at  home  to  her  many  friends* 
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She  is  a  firm  believer  in  her  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ,  and  attends  the  Methodist  Church  in 
that  city  whenever  circumstances  permit. 

Edward  Wiggins  was  born  July  6,  1874,  and  was 
married  December  23,  1897,  to  Margaret  Casey. 
Mr.  Wiggins  was  a  farmer  most  of  his  life  and 
enjo3/ed  raising  fine  horses  which  have  won  him 
many  premiums  at  different  fairs.  He  is  now  re¬ 
tired  and  resides  in  east  Falmouth.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wiggins  have  four  children,  namely,  Wil¬ 
son,  Leland,  Virginia,  and  Elizabeth,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  Wilson  was  born  January  4, 
1899,  and  married  Bertha  Leach  on  May  23,  1924. 
They  have  two  children,  Virginia  Leach,  born 
February  13,  1925,  and  Robert  Neal,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1928.  Leland  was  born  October  26,  1905, 
and  was  married  February  18,'  1927,  to  Lillian 
Daughtery.  Virginia  was  born  February  8,  1910. 
Elizabeth  was  born  October  26,  1912,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Ben  Jones  on  June  26,  1932.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  have  one  son,  Charles  Edward,  who  was 
born  December  15,  1926. 

Thomas  Wiggins,  the  third  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Wiggins,  was  born  September  17,  1881. 
His  marriage  to  Frankie  Peddicord,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Peddicord,  was  an  event  of 
November  15,  1911.  They  have  one  son,  Pickett 
Stanton,  who  was  born  January  8,  1919,  and  is 
married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Wiggins  reside  on 
a  farm  southwest  of  Falmouth,  near  Goforth. 

MARRIAGE  OF 

FRANKIE  PEDDICORD  TO  THOMAS  WIGGINS 


uAt  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Bracken  County, 
Kentucky,  near  Willow,  at  1  P.M.  on  November  15, 
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1911,  Rev.  Merritt  Owens,  in  a  very  beautiful 
ceremony  united  the  lives  of  Miss  Frankie  Ped- 
dicord  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wiggins.  The  bride  is 
the  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Ped- 
dicord  and  a  most  beautiful  and  talented  young 
woman.  The  groom  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
T.  Wiggins  of  near  Milford,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  highly  respected  families  in  Bracken. 
County.  We  wish  them  unbounded  happiness.” 

Charles  Wiggins  was  born  August  21*  1876, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  ("Olive’1)'' 
Hamilton,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Hamil-7 
ton,  on  February  20,  1901.  Mr.  Charles  Wiggins 
and  his  good  wife  resided  on  a  farm  situated  in 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Licking  River,  near  Mil¬ 
ford,  until  a  few' years  ago  when  they  retired 
and  moved  to  Falmouth,  he  having  ill  health. 
He  is  a  member  and  deacon  of  the  Falmouth  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  To  them  have  been  born  three 
children,  viz.,  Shelby,  Earnst,  and  Od-ella. 
Shelby  was  born  December  26,  1901,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Pauline  McDowell  on  May  28,  1924.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Alberta  Fay,  who  was  born 
May  15,  1926.  Earnst  was  born  January  14, 
1903,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mildred 
V.  Courtney  on  June  24,  1934.  Odella  was  born 
June  27,  1918. 

Truett,  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  T.  Wiggins  (nee  Josephine  Hobday),  was  born 
October  15,  1886,  and  married  Ida  Slack  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  1929.  They  reside  on  the  home  place 
where  he  was  born,  having  purchased  it  recent¬ 
ly.  He,  like  his  father,  is  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  that  vicinity,  raising  large  crops 
of  corn  and  many  hogs. 


[96] 


THE  HOBDAY  FAMILY 


OBITUARY  OF  ARCHIBALD  THOMAS  WIGGINS 

"A.  T.  Wiggins  was  the  son  of  the  late  R.  B. 
Wiggins  and  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  June  7,  1843.  He  was  an  active  business 
man  all  of  his  life.  In  the  late  1860’s  he  lo¬ 
cated  at  Falmouth  and  was  associated  with  the 
late  John  Rollins  in  the  general  merchandise 
and  tobacco  business.  Mr.  Wiggins  was  one  of 
Bracken  County’s  most  prominent  farmers  and 
stock  traders. 

"He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jossie 
Hobday  of  Falmouth.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  Miss 
Lizzie  Wiggins,  Ed,  Charley,  Thomas,  and  Truett 
Wiggins . 

"Mr.  Wiggins  located  on  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Bracken  County  and  engaged  in  the  pur¬ 
suits  of  agriculture  and  stock  trading  and.  his 
career  was  one  of  remarkable  success. 

"Mr.  Wiggins  was  an  ex-Confederate  soldier 
and  belonged  to  the  2nd  Ky.  Cav.  He  served 
under  Col.  and  General  John  Morgan.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  pleasing  address  and  upright  char¬ 
acter  and  leaves  behind  him  a  name  worthy  of 
emulation.  He  was  a  kind-hearted  man  and  laid, 
down  the  career  of  life  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  death  in  1912  the 
family  lost  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  the 
county  and  state,  loyal,  upright  citizen." 
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OBITUARY  OF 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  FRANCES  (HOBDAY)  WIGGINS 

"Mrs.  Josephine  Frances  (Hobday)  Wiggins, 
90,  died  March  7,  1937,  at  her  home  on  Liberty 
Street  in  Falmouth,  Ky. 

"Funeral  services  were  held  at  her  late 
residence,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Wright 
of  Clendenin,  W.  Va.  Interment  took  place  in 
the  Riverside  Cemetery  with  funeral  directors, 
John  A.  Woodhead  &  Sons  in  charge  of  arrange¬ 
ments  . 

"Mrs.  Wiggins  was  born  in  Pendleton  County, 
Kentucky,  September  4,  1846,  the  daughter  of  J. 
E.  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Isabell  Minor  Hobday.  She  was 
married  to  A.  T.  Wiggins,  November  19,  1869, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  children. 
Five  survive,  namely,  Lizzie,  Ed,  Tom,  Charley, 
and  Truett.  Two  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Wiggins  passed  on  in  September,  1912.  Mrs. 
Wiggins  is  also  survived  by  two  brothers  and 
one  sister,  M.  V.  Hobday  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
Charley  Hobday  of  Brooksville,  and  Mrs.  Nora  H. 
Wilson  of  Falmouth,  eight  grand-children  and 
five  great-grandchildren,  besides  many  other 
relatives  and  friends. 

"She  was  a  kind  woman  and  a  fine  mother  and 
friend  and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She 
was  a  follower  of  Christ  and  loved  her  church, 
being  a  member  of  the  Methodist  organization. 
She  enjoyed  helping  neighbors  and  friends  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  their  welfare.  She 
was  unselfish,  a  lovable  woman  and  in  her  death 
those  left  are  bereft  of  a  fine  mother  and 
friend. " 
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The  obituary  of  JOHN  JAMES  HOBDAY,  the 
second  child  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hob¬ 
day,  Jr.,  is  an  excellent  account  of  his  clean 
-and  noble  life.  It  reads  as  follows: 

’’John  J.  Hobday  was  born  near  Wagner’s  Ferry, 
in  Pendleton  County,  November  15,  1848,  and  was 
the  son  of  the  late  John  E.  and  Eliza  Isabell 
Minor  Hobday  and  died  December  7,  1927.  He  was 
educated  in  the  old  Pendleton  Academy  in  Fal¬ 
mouth.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Minerva 
Hamilton,  July  31,  1879.  No  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  Mr.  Hobday  united  with  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  Methodist  Church  at  an  early  age  and  was 
a  steadfast  member  until  his  death. 

”For’  more  than  sixty  years  Mr.  Hobday  was 
connected  with  the  business  life  of  Falmouth. 
He  was  in  the  drygoods  business  for  many  years. 
In  all  of  his  business  dealings  he  was  strictly 
honest  and  upright,  and  his  integrity  was  never 
questioned.  He  was  a  man  who  did  not  seek  per¬ 
sonal  glory,  but  went  about  in  his  quiet,  un¬ 
assuming  way,  speaking  good  of  his  fellowmen. 

”Rev.  T,  F.  Taliaferro,  who  had  been  a  per¬ 
sonal  friend  of  Mr.  Hobday  for  more  than  fifty 
years  summed  up  his  life  in  these  few  words: 

1 ’’Uncle  John,’’  as  he  was  familiarly  known  to 
the  younger  generation,  was  a  gentleman  of 
quiet  manner,  lovable  and  devoted  husband  and 
friend.  He  was  never  known  to  speak  an  ill 
word  of  anyone;  A  Christian  gentleman.  What 
else  can  be  said?  Every  man  writes  his  own 
eulogy  in  life.  John  Hobday  has  certainly 
lived  on  a  high  plane.1” 

JOHNSON  MINOR  HOBDAY,  the  third  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday,  Jr.,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 
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NORA  HARRIET  HOBDAY,  the  fourth  child  of  Mr, 
And  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobcay,  Jr.,  was  born 
February  18,  1861,  near  Wagner’s  Ferry,  in 
Pendleton  County.  Her  family  is  found  in  Part 
III  of  this  book,  and  her  biography  is  found  on 
page  86. 

MADISON  VAN  DOREN  HOBDAY,  the  fifth  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday,  Jr.,  was  born 
near  Wagner’s  Ferry,  Pendleton  County,  Kentucky, 
January  27,  1863.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  Pendleton  Academy  in  Falmouth,  and  later 
clerked  in  that  city  for  Mr.  Hamilton  for  tmany 
years.  On  the  20th  day  of  May,  1886,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Lyda  Summers  of  Fal¬ 
mouth.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son,  George 
Edward.  When  he  was  only  nine  months  old,  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Lyda  Hobday,  died  (July  5,  1888). 
Mr.  Hobday  was  married  again  on  November  1,. 
1893,  to  Mrs.  Florence  (Clark)  Robbins,  sister 
to  the  late  Dr.  H.  C.  Clark.  In  1901  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hobday  and  two  sons  moved  to  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  where  he  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Hunt 
Spring  &  Bed  Company.  Early  in  life  he  joined, 
the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church.  "Van,"  as  he  is 
known  to  his  many  friends  is  a  man  of  estimable 
character. 

George  Edward  Hobday  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,  October  15,  1887,  and  was  educated  at 
Chattanooga.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a 
traveling  salesman  and  later  became  distributor 
for  Ratin,  a  solution  for  exterminating  rats. 
What  a  business!  He  was  married  November  20? 
1922,  to  Lillian  Jones,  daughter  of  Mr.  and, 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Jones,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  that  city,  of  which  Mr.  Hobday  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Stewards.  They  have  one  daugh- 


[100] 


THE  HOBDAY  FAMILY 


ter,  Margaret  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  July  18, 
1924,  She  gratuated  from  Chattanooga  Central 
High  School  in  May,  1941. 

OBITUARY  OF  MRS.  LIDA  HOBDAY 

"Mrs.  Lida  Hobday,  wife  of  our  friend  Van 
Hobday,  died  Thursday  morning,  July  5,  1888,  at 
the  residence  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Talia¬ 
ferro,  at  New  Castle.  Mrs.  Hobday  was  stricken 
with  malaria  fever  and  was  sick  for  only  a 
short  time,  two  weeks.  The  shock  which  the 
news  of  her  death  brought  to  her  relatives  was 
painful  indeed.  Her  remains  were  brought  here 
(Falmouth)  Saturday  morning  for  burial  and  now 
repose  in  the  Riverside  Cemetery. 

"The  funeral  ceremony  was  conducted  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Walker  of  Cynthiana  Kv.,  at  the  M.  E. 
Church  in  Falmouth  and  was  attended  by  many 
friends.  We  were  personally  acquainted  with  Mr s . 
Lida  Hobday,  and  knew  her  to  be  a  lady  possess¬ 
ing  a  sweet  disposition  and  as  being  a  most  de¬ 
voted  wife.  A  little  boy  only  nine  months  old 
is  now  all  that  remains  of  this  happy  union  to, 
cheer  the  sorrowing  father." 

MARRIAGE  OF 

GEORGE  E.  HOBDAY  TO  LILLIAN  AMTA  JONES 

"The  marriage  of  Miss  Lillian  Amta  Jones  to 
George  E.  Hobday  was  impressively  soleirnized. 
Monday  morning,  November  20,  1922,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Dr.  H.  E.  Murkett, 
pastor  of  the  church,  officiated.  Miss  Ethel 
0 ’ Neill  presided  at  the  organ  and  rendered  the 
nuptial  music.  Miss  Anita  George,  cousin  of 
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the  bride,  sang  the  bridal  solo,  "All  For  You",, 
by  d’Hardelot  and  "At  Dawning",  by  Cabman. 
During  the  ceremony  Miss  O’Neill  played  softly, 
"To  A  Wild  Rose." 

"The  interior  of  the  church  was  beautifully 
decorated  with  palms  and  white  chrysanthemums, 
the  alter  being  banked  with  palms,  ivy  and  mag¬ 
nificent  white  blossoms  in  tall  altar  vases  on 
either  side  of  the  central  embankment.  Vine 
garlands  of  ivy  were  effectively  used  on  the 
channel  railing  and  in  the  alter  decorations. 
The  artistic  floral  arrangements  of  the  church 
were  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
bride’s  aunt,  Mrs.  John  R.  Evans. 

"As  the  strains  of  the  Lohengrin  wedding 
march  were  sounded,  the  wedding  party  advanced, 
the  ushers  leading  the  bridal  procession.  R. 
Alva  Smith  and  Clifford  E.  Grote  came  down  op¬ 
posite  aisles.  The  ringbearer,  little  Miss 
Edith  Marian  Smith,  in  a  flower-like  frock  of 
pink  crepe  metor,  came  next  carrying  the  ring 
concealed  in  a  large  white  chrysanthemum  tied, 
with  pink  tulle. 

"The  bride  entered  next  with  her  uncle,  John 
R.  Evans,  who  gave  her  in  marriage.  She  wore  a 
handsome  three-piece  suit  of  louzine  cloth  in 
beige.  Her  metal  cloth  hat  was  draped  with  a 
French  veil,  and  other  accessories  were  of  cor¬ 
responding  color.  Her  flowers  were  a  beautiful 
bouquet  of  Bridal  roses  and  lilies  of  the  val¬ 
ley. 

"The  matron  of  honor,  the  bride’s  cousin, 
Mrs.  R.  Alva  Smith  was  gowned  in  black  Moonglow 
satin  combined  with  Duchess  lace.  Her  hat  was 
black  with  trimmings  of  silver.  She  carried  a 
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large  arm  bouquet  of  pink  chrysanthemums  tied 
with  pink  tulle, 

"The  groom  and  his  best  man,  his  brother, 
Henry  C.  Hobday,  entered  from  the  pastor’s 
study  and  joined  the  bride  and  her  attendants 
at  the  altar. 

’’Immediately  following  the  ceremony  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hobday  left  by  motor  for  Florida,  where 
they  will  spend  six  weeks.  On  their  return 
they  will  make  their  home  at  126  East  Terrace. 

’’Many  handsome  gifts  were  received  by  the 
popular  young  couple. 

"The  bride  is  the  only  child  of  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Jones  and  the  late  W.  G.  Jones,  who  for  many 
years  has  filled  a  responsible  government  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  custom  house.  The  bride  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Chattanooga  High  and  local  preparatory 
schools.  She  is  the  niece  of  D.  T.  and  J.  U. 
Jones,  Mrs.  R.  M.  George  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Evans. 

"Mr.  Hobday  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  V. 
Hobday  of  Highland  Park,  and  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  Chattanooga.  He  is  at  present  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  local  manufacturing 
concern.  ’’ 

—CHATTANOOGA  (TENN.  )  DAILY  NEWS. 

Henry  Clark,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Madison  Van 
Doren  Hobday  (nee  Florence  (Clark)  Robbins), 
was  born  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  November  6, 
1895,  and  received  his  education  at  Chattanooga. 
He  is  a  very  clever  man  of  a  jovial  disposi¬ 
tion.  He  is  connected  with  the  business  life 
of  that  city  and  is  also  school  attendance  of¬ 
ficer.  Henry  C.  Hobday  is  a  member  of  the  Elks 
Lodge  in  Chattanooga  and  is  director  of  the 
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Elks  Junior  Band  there.  This  band  which  is 
composed  of  boys  about  18  years  of  age  is  one 
of  the  best  bands  in  the  country  and  received 
high  rating  at  the  Chicago  World  Fair. 

Henry  C.  Hobday  was  married  to  Miss  Alice 
Hilton  on  January  4,  1921.  To  them  has  been 
born  one  son,  Henry  Clark,  Jr.,  who  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  Chattanooga  Central  High  School. 
Henry,  Jr.,  was  born  November  17,  1922. 

CHARLES  EDWARD  HOBDAY,  the  youngest  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Hobday,  Jr.  (nee  Eliza 
Isabell  Minor),  was  born  near  Wagner’s  Ferry, 
Pendleton  County,  Kentucky,  on  October  14,  1886, 
and  was  educated  at  Falmouth,  Kentucky.  He  was 
married  February  26,  1889,  to  Saddle  Campbell. 
To  this  union  was  born  one  son,  Earl,  who  is 
married  and  has  a  family.  They  reside  in 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Charles  E.  Hobday  is  an  expert  electrician 
and  was  telephone  lineman  in  Bracken  County, 
Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hobday  lived 
in  a  modern  home  in  Brooksville,  Kentucky, 
where  she  died  only  a  few  years  ago.  Long  be¬ 
fore  Brooksville  had  waterworks  Mr.  Hobday  had 
"running  water"  in  his  home,  thus  proving  his 
ability  as  a  plumber,  the  trade  which  he  fol¬ 
lows  today. 

OBITUARY  OF  JOHN  E.  HOBDAY,  JR. 

"John  E.  Hobday,  Jr.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  near  Falmouth,  Pendleton  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky,  November  5,  1818.  He  and  Miss 
Eliza  Isabell  Minor  were  united  in  marriage 
March  27,  1848,  and  located  in  Falmouth  during 
the  year  1868.  Seven  children  blessed  this) 
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union,  five  of  whom--three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters--are  yet  living  and  with  their  mother  and 
a  host  of  friends  mourn  his  demise. 

"Saturday,  September  7,  1895,  a  little  past 
the  noon  hour,  f Uncle  John*  Hobday  quietly, 
closed  his  eyes  and  went  to  sleep,  calmly, 
Sweetly,  peacefully,  to  awake  no  more  on  earth. 

"He  is  now  at  rest. 

"Death  to  him  had  no  terror.  He  patiently 
awaited  the  call,  and  was  ready  when  it  came. 

•"For  the  past  eight  months  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed,  but  bore  all  of  his  suffering  with 
that  degree  of  fortitude  and  patience  known 
only  to  the  true  and  pure  at  heart. 

"He  had  no  cause  to  fear  death.  His  life 
had  been  an  exemplary  one — all  that  a  true 
Christian  spirit  could  make  of  it.  A  kinder, 
nobler  man  never  lived.  With  a  good  word  and  a 
hearty  handshake  he  greeted  everyone,  and  many, 
a  silent  tear  trickled  down  the  cheek  of  some 
one  whom  he  had  befriended  when  all  that  was 
mortal  of  ’Uncle  John*  was  borne  to  its  last 
resting  place  in  the  silent  city  of  the  dead. 

"The  large  concourse  of  friends  that  attended 
the  funeral  and  burial  was  a  true  test  of  his 
worth  and  character." 

OBITUARY  OF 

MRS.  ELIZA  ISABELL  (MINOR)  HOBDAY 

"A  mother  of  Israel  has  passed  to  her  reward 
in  the  death  of  that  noble  and  saintly  mother, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Isabell  Minor,  widow  of  the  late 
John  E.  Hobday,  who  laid  down  the  cares  of  life 
more  than  fifteen  years  ago.  Mrs.  Hobday’s 
gentle  and  loving  spirit  left  its  tenement  of 
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clay  at  ten  minutes  past  seven  o’clock,  Tuesday 
morning,  May  31,  1910,  the  dissolution  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Wiggins,  near  Milford,  Ky.  her  death  was  the 
result  of  a  paralytic  stroke.  Not  withstanding 
her  ripe  age  of  81  years,  her  health  had  been 
good  up  to  the  time  of  the  attack,  which  from 
the  first  gave  but  little  hope  for  her  recovery. 

"The  deceased  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Johnson  Minor,  and  was  born  in  Pendleton  County, 
May  22,  1829.  She  became  a  bride  when  about 
sixteen  years  old  and  met  the  duties  of  a  wife 
and  mother  with  a  fidelity  and  devotion  and 
cheerfulness  that  brought  sunshine  and  happi¬ 
ness  into  her  home  and  gave  inspiration  to  all 
with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  In  early  life 
she  united  with  the  Methodist  Church  and  was 
ever  a  true  and  faithful  Christian. 

"She  is  survived  by  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  John  J.  Hobday,  M.  V.  Hobday,  Charles 
E.  Hobday,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Wiggins,  and  Mrs.  Nora  H. 
Wilson.  Mr.  H.  F.  Monroe  was  a  half-brother 
and  Mrs.  Jane  Oldham  and  Mrs.  Otis  Adams  were 
half-sisters  of  the  deceased." 
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MISCELLANEOUS  HISTORY 


A  WORLD  WAR  ADVENTURE 
By  Clarence  M.  Wilson 


"Let’s  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  World 
War  and  renew  in  our  minds  some  things  that 
happened  between  the  summer  of  1914  and  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1918.  While  there  is  now  no  question 
as  to  the  chief  causes  of  the  war,  only  the 
historians  of  the  distant  future  will  be  in  a 
position  to  state  with  absolute  completeness 
all  of  the  causes  of  the  recent  international 
conflicts  which  for  more  than  f our  years  ravaged 
mankind.  The  gigantic  struggle  involved  every 
continent.  It  affected  in  some  vital  way  every 
nation  of  the  world.  It  interfered  in  scarcely 
less  degree  with  the  peace  or  prosperity  of 
each  lesser  State.  In  the  end  it  embattled 
twenty-eight  nations.  These  embraced  more  than 
nine-tenths  of  the  population  of  the  globe.  Its 
battlelines  flamed  on  the  Arctic  marshes,  in 
the  snowy  mountain  passes,  in  the  African 
jungles,  in  the  Asiatic  deserts,  in  the  Italian 
valleys,  and  in  the  sunny  fields  of  France. 
Its  circling  navies  sped  to  every  ocean.  The 
blood  of  its  combatants  was  co-mingled  in  the 
farthest  seas.  Its  heroes  fought  in  the  sky, 
in  the  moving  forts,  and  in  the  caverns  of  the 
earth.  Under  its  banners  were  arrayed  soldiers 
from  every  race--white,  yellow,  red  and  black. 
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In  sheer  magnitude  it  stands  unapproached  amid 
all  wars  of  history. "  (To  date — 1940) 

The  financial  cost  of  the  war  up  to  the 
signing  of  the  Armistice  on  November  11,  19i8, 
has  been  estimated  between  one  hundred  and 
seventy  and  one  hundred  eighty  billion  dollars 
by  some--and  even  greater  by  others;  this  in¬ 
cluding  all  of  the  countries.  The  total  number 
of  casualties  of  all  of  the  countries  for  four 
years,  including  dead,  wounded,  prisoners,  and 
missing  is  estimated  at  a  grand  total  of  over 
thirty-three  million.  Can  the  human  .conceive 
the  suffering  that  was  present  during  this 
trouble  and  since? 

It  was  my  privilege  and  patriotic  duty  to  be 
called  to  the  colors  on  April  28,  1918,  first 
going  to  Camp  Zackary  Taylor,  near  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  and  being  placed  in  the  Depot  Brigade. 
Here  we  drilled  for  almost  a  month  and  were 
taught  how  to  take  care  of  the  body.  I  was 
separated  from  the  boys  who  went  with  me  from 
Pendleton  County  and  sent  to  Camp  Sherman  in 
Ohio  but  stayed  there  only  three  days  when  I 
was  placed  in  Battery  C,  323  Light  Field  Artil¬ 
lery  with  boys  who  had  been  in  training  for 
nearly  a  year.  This  was  the  branch  of  service 
that  I  wanted  to  be  in  and  I  also  preferred  to 
take  care  of  artillery  and  horses  rather  than 
to  be  a  cannoneer. 

Newspaper  lines  were  very  large  at  this  time' 
telling  of  the  German  advances  not  far  from  Par¬ 
is,  France,  which  had  to  be  checked  to  win  the 
war.  Things  looked  very  blue  for  us,  and  Unale 
Sam  was  very  busy  transporting  soldiers  uacrc.ss 
the  ocean  as  quickly  as  possible. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  2,  1918,  we  boarded 
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a  troop  train  at  Camp  Sherman,  knowing  that  we 
were  going  across  soon,  but  we  did  not  know 
when  or  by  what  route  as  all  movements  are  kept 
secret  during  war •  However ,  we  travelled 
through  Parkersburg,  Cumberland,  Maryland,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  Philadelphia,  and  Jersey  City. 
Our  troop  train  stopped  at  Jersey  City  over¬ 
night  and  several  of  us  boys  had  passes  to  New 
York  City  but  we  had  to  be  back  in  camp  by  ten 
P.M.  Prom  Jersy  City  we  went  to  Camp  Mills 
where  we  had  several  inspections,  did  our  wash¬ 
ing,  received  more  clothing  and  after  about  six 
days  we  sat  up  all  night  waiting  for  transpor¬ 
tation  back  to  Philadelphia  where  on  June  10, 
we  boarded  an  English  boat  called  the  "Agepenon" 
which  was  better  suited  for  cattle  than  men. 
Seventeen  hundred  hammocks  were  placed  on  this 
freighter  for  our  beds.  They  were  so  close  to¬ 
gether  that  every  other  one  had  to  be  lowered 
to  give  us  more  room.  There  were  eleven  ships 
on  this  convoy.  We  passed  New  York,  Halifax 
and  then  to  Berkinhead,  England,  which  is  op¬ 
posite  Liverpool.  The  sea  was  calm  most  of  the 
way  over.  There  was  much  excitement  one  morn¬ 
ing  when  two  ships  fired  at  what  was  thought  to 
be  a  submarine.  When  we  were  two  days  off  the 
English  coast  several  submarine  chasers  came 
out  to  meet  us  and  escorted  us  safely  to  port. 
After  eighteen  days  of  slow  travel  by  water  we 
were  stfad  to  get  on  land.  (The  food  on  the 
ship  was  very  poor. ) 

As  we  marched  down  the  gangplank  we  were 
heartily  greeted  by  brass  bands.  The  members 
of  this  band  were  small  boys  very  poorly  clad. 
After  getting  some  food  we  boarded  a  passenger 
train  that  night.  Our  orders  were  not  to  light 
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any  matches  or  lights  in  the  coaches  because 
enemy  airplanes  might  attack  us.  At  five  A.M. 
the  next  morning  we  marched  into  Windal  Down 
Camp  for  a  little  rest.  On  that  same  day  we 
drilled  and  washed  our  clothes. 

The  following  day  we  marched  ten  miles  to 
the  ancient  town  of  Winchester,  England,  and 
returned  to  camp  that  night. 

On  Monday  morning,  July  1,  with  full  pack  on 
back,  we  marched  back  to  Winchester  to  entrain 
and  this  time  for  only  a  five-hour  ride  to  the 
South  Hampton  docks.  At  eight  o’clock  we 
boarded  a  crowded  ship  to  cross  the  English 
Channel  and  arrived  at  Le  Harve,  France,  the 
next  morning  at  four  o’clock.  We  hiked  up  a 
very  steep  hill  to  a  dusty  camp  where  we  stayed 
all  night  and  then  boarded  box  cars  and  went  to 
Maure,  France.  We  pitched  our  pup  tents  for 
the  first  time  near  the  town  and  stayed  all 
night . 

The  next  day  we  were  billeted  in  a  school- 
house,  stable  lofts,  and  houses.  (A  small  town 
for  so  many  people)  Here  we  had  foot  drill, 
pistol  drill,  cannon  drill,  hiked,  and  were 
lectured  on  how  to  handle  horses,  lectured  on 
gases,  and  finally  we  had  guard  and  rifle 
drills.  We  had  lost  considerable  weight  but  we 
were  tough,  sunburned,  and  anxious  for  action. 

On  Sunday,  August  18,  we  hiked  about  ten 
miles  to  an  artillery  camp  called  Cuquindan, 
which  at  one  time  had  been  one  of  Napoleon’s 
camps.  Here  we  received  an  assignment  of  worn- 
out  plug  horses  and  also  drilled  from  morning 
to  night.  Sometimes  we  would  get  out  as  early 
as  three  A.M.,  feed  the  horses,  and  after  ear- 
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ly  breakfast  hitch  six  horses  to  a  French  can¬ 
non  and  ride  several  miles. 

Some  days  we  had  target  practice  with  forty- 
five  colt  revolvers  and  fired  cannons  at  range. 
We  had  school  and  worked  problems  on  how  to 
fire  cannons  on  objects  far  away  and  out  of 
sight,  and  were  taught  how  to  place  cannons  in 
position  without  having  any  loud  talk.  Water 
was  scarce  at  this  camp  and  food  was  not  so 
plentiful . 

On  Sunday  morning,  September  21,  we  left 
camp  for  Guer,  a  railroad  station,  where  we 
loaded  our  trucks  and  equipment  to  go  to  the 
front.  By  Monday  morning  we  were  ready  to 
leave  in  small  box  cars  which  were  very  crowded. 
We  passed  through  Kennes,  Le  Mans,  Versailles, 
Melun,  and  Vitry,  and  arrived  at  Ravigny,  our 
destination,  on  the  morning  of  September  24. 

A  fierce  battle  had  been  fought  here  during 
the  early  part  of  the  war  but  the  French  had 
been  successful  in  driving  back  the  enemy.  As 
we  marched  through  the  streets  of  the  little 
shattered  town  we  had  our  first  introduction  to 
the  devastated  area  of  France.  After  a  day’s 
work  of  cleaning  harness  and  equipment  we 
marched  all  night  and  arrived  in  a  woods  near 
Wally  about  four  A.M.  on  September  25. 

Here  we  loaded  the  caissons  with  ammunition 
and  fuses  and  rested  until  about  seven  o’clock 
in  the  evening.  As  we  were  marching  along  the 
road  that  night  the  greatest  barrages  in  the 
history  of  the  world  were  in  progress.  The 
sky-line  everywhere,  to  the  East,  to  the  North, 
and  to  the  South  of  us,  was  one  continuous 
glare  from  flashes  of  the  guns.  From  behind  us 
came  the  roar  of  the  American  Naval  guns.  The 
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noise  was  indescribable;  the  air  pulsed  and 
throbbed.  The  big  drive  through  the  Argonne 
was  or.  The  roads  seemed  as  busy  as  a  city. 

After  a  short  rest  of  about  five  hours  we 
were  on  our  way  again.  That  and  the  following 
day  we  saw  2,500  prisoners  returning  to  their 
homes.  I  shall  never  forget  the  look  on  their 
faces.  They  seemed  as  if  they  had  come  through 
Hell  itself.  Hungry,  tired,  and  dirty  with 
bearded  faces,  this  mass  of  humanity  passed. 

We  finally  arrived  at  our  position  of  sup¬ 
port  which  was  about  two  miles  from  Avocourt. 
As  our  battery  was  hauling  ammunition  the  Ger¬ 
mans  fired  very  close  upon  us  but  no  casualties 
resulted.  German  spies  were  captured  in  our 
lines  operating  a  telephone.  The  roads  near 
Mountfancan  were  very  steep,  rough,  and.  muddy. 
We  were  continually  being  shelled,  with,  gas  in 
this  position. 

.1  will  have  to  make  this  writing  short  as 
time  and  space  will  not  permit  me  to  tell 
everything  that  I  would  like  to  tell.  We  were 
up  to  the  front  until  the  close  of  the  war  on 
November  11,  1918.  Our  guns  fired  day  and  night 
at  different  times  and  from  different  positions. 

Sleeping  arid  eating  in  the  mud  and  not  much 
of  either  caused  us  to  lose  much  weight.  After 
this  terrible  war  ended  we  marched  behind  the 
German  soldiers  through  part  of  France,  Beligum, 
Luxemburg,  and  into  Germany  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  1918,  where  we  stayed  until  April  22, 
1919.  We  went  back  to  Brest,  France,  and 
boarded  the  Von  Steubben  on  May  5,  and  landed 
in  our  good  old  U.  S.  A.  on  May  13, 1919.  There 
was  a  storm  at  sea  for  two  days  during  our 
voyage. 
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V  A 
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A.  T.  Wiggins, 

ex-Confederate,  2nd  Ky.  Cav* 

VETERANS 

( Capt. )  J.  M.  Wilson, 

Union,  18th  Ky.  Inf. 


L 


W 

0  W  VETERANS 
R  A 
L  R 
D 


Collins  L.  Kirk 
Roland  B.  Kirk 
Augustin  Wilson 
Clarence  M.  Wilson 
George  E.  Hobday 
Henry  C.  Hobday 


We  must  not  forget  that  during  the  period  of 
this  genealogy  (1804-1943)  there  have  been  many 
wars.  The  Mexican,  Civil,  and  World  War  were 
terrible  conflicts  which  in  all  probability 
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^could  have  been  settled  by  means  of  arbitration 
instead  of  spending  much  money  manufacturing* 
guns  and  ammunition  which  were  used  to  destroy 
the  property  and  lives  of  mankind. 

The  men  listed  above  are  only  a  few  of  our 
relatives  who  fought  in  the  Civil  and  World 
War.  It  is  impossible  for  the  writer  to  name 
all  of  the  veterans  of  these  wars  and  also  those 
who  are  fighting  in  the  present  conflict  which 
began  with  that  Japanese  sneak-attack  on  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1941.  Although  some  of  those  men  men¬ 
tioned  were  slightly  injured,  we  are  thankful  to 
Almighty  Cod  that  none  of  them  lost  their 
rlives.  We  are  very  proud  of  those  who  offered 
to  sacrifice  their  lives  that  we  might  live. 
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I  am  quite  sure  that  this  book  would  be  in¬ 
complete  without  including  a  brief  history  of 
Falmouth,  Kentucky,  the  city  in  and  around  which 
the  Wilson  and  Hobday  families  and  their  descen¬ 
dants  settled  and  lived  most  or  all  of  their 
lives,  and  the  city  in  which  I  was  born  more 
than  twenty-three  years  ago. 

Falmouth,  the  county  seat  of  Pendleton  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky,  which  is  often  called  "the  land 
of  milk  and  honey,"  is  located  about  forty-five 
miles  southeast  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  city 
is  nearly  surrounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Lick¬ 
ing  River  and  it  is  said  that  there  is  an  under¬ 
ground  river  in  that  vicinity  but  as  yet  no  one 
has  discovered  it. 

Falmouth  is  a  busy  little  town  which  was 
laid  out  about  143  years  ago  and  has  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  2000  today.  It  is  very  modern  in 
every  way  and  owns  its  own  water  and  power 
plants  which  supply  its  inhabitants  with  water 
and  electricity.  Falmouth  is  on  the  L  &  N  Rail¬ 
road  which  provides  adequate  transportation  for 
the  merchants  there. 

The  plot  of  this  city  is  one  long  street, 
intersected  by  many  snort  ones,  which  reaches 
from  Bishop’s  Hill  in  east  Falmouth  to  Lake  View 
in  the  west  end.  This  long  street  which  is 
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about  one-half  mile  in  length  is  known  as  Shelby 
Street  and  is  lined  with  business  establish¬ 
ments  . 

Many  of  the  Wilsons  and  Hobdays  were  educated 
in  the  old  Pendleton  Academy  at  Falmouth.  Today 
the  new  Falmouth  High  School  is  indeed  a  great 
asset  to  that  community.  Baseball  and  tennis 
are  frequently  played  on  the  large  playground 
which  contains  about  five  acres  of  land.  Bas¬ 
ketball  is  played  in  the  fine  gymnasium.  It 
was  here  that  I  spent  the  first  two  years  of  my 
school  career. 

The  Falmouth  Fair  Grounds  which  contains 
fifty-two  acres  and  has  a  half-mile  race  track 
hats  been  the  -scene  of  many  good  races  and  fairs 
until  recent  years.  Part  of  the  grounds  once 
served  as  a  golf  course  for  the  business  men  of 
Falmouth.  One  of  the  most  colorful  events  that 
ever  took  place  there  was  the  Ku  Klux  celebra¬ 
tion.  How  well  the  author  remembers  the  night 
of  the  celebration!  The  members  of  the  clan 
met  in  Falmouth  and  formed  a  parade  and  marched 
to  the  fair  grounds.  The  parade  was  headed  by 
a  lighted  wagon  and  there  was  plenty  of  gun 
f iring. 

As  is  recorded  in  the  Wilson  genealogy  (Part 
II)  James  Wilson  and  his  wife  established  their 
home  in  Falmouth  during  the  year  1792  which  was 
about  the  time  that  Falmouth  became  a  city. 
James  Wilson,  Jr.  ,  began  his  practice  of  medicine 
in  Falmouth  in  1839  and  his  son,  James  Edwin, 
began  practicing  medicine  at  the  same  place  in 
the  year  1888,  which  makes  nearly  a  third  of  a 
century  that  the  name  John  Edwin  Wilson  has 
ranked  high  in  the  medical  profession  at  Fal¬ 
mouth.  James  Madison  Wilson,  son  of  Dr.  and 
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Mrs.  James  Wilson  (nee  Zerelda  Thomas),  was 
honored  by  being  elected  the  first  mayor  of  Fal¬ 
mouth.  He  resigned  this  position  to  accept  the 
appointment  as  postmaster  of  Falmouth,  which 
position  he  held  for  fifteen  years,  resigning 
in  1913,  in  the  middle  of  his  fourth  term.  Dr. 
John  Edwin  Wilson,  son  of  James  Madison  Wilson 
who  was  the  first  mayor  of  Falmouth,  is  now  the 
present  mayor  having  served  for  about  nineteen 
years.  Ella  Kerr  Wilson,  daughter  of  James 
Madison  Wilson  who  was  postmaster  of  Falmouth 
from  1898  to  1913,  is  now  the  present  postmis¬ 
tress  . 

Falmouth  today  is  very  different  from  what 
it  was  when  the  author  moved  to  Georgetown, 
Ohio,  in  1928.  Everything  has  changed;  the 
business  places  and  the  people.  A  new  post 
office  has  been  erected  and  a  new  highway 
through  the  west  end  of  the-  city  has  been  built 
with  a  new  overhead  railroad  bridge  (Route  27). 
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We  have  read  in  Part  III,  The  Wilson  Family, 
that  they  were  all  members  of  the  Falmouth, 
Kentucky,  Methodist  Church,  several  of  the  Wil¬ 
sons  were  teachers  in  the  Sunday  School,  and 
Roy  M.  Wilson  was  Sunday  School  superintendent 
for  twelve  years;  therefore,  it  is  fitting  that 
a  brief  history  of  the  church  be  included  in 
this  genealogy.  The  information  contained  here¬ 
in  is  from  a  newspaper  clipping  and  was  supplied 
by  E.  E.  Barton,  Falmouth  historian,  and  Mrs. 
R.  B.  M.  Colvin,  a  member  of  the  church,  whose 
father  was  a  former  pastor. 

A  certain  Paul  C.  Lair  of  Falmouth  by  written 
obligation  dedicated  and  donated  to  the  Falmouth 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  on  November 
15,  1854,  the  lot  in  that  town  on  which  the 
church  stands  today. 

The  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
early  1800’ s  had  no  regular  meeting  place ,  first 
meeting  in  the  members  homes,  and  later  in  the 
courthouse  in  that  city.  This  small  Methodist 
Society,  which  was  an  appointment  on  the  Cyn- 
thiana  Circuit ,  first  met  in  the  home  of  Birkett 
Colvin  at  Mt.  Vernon.  The  Cynthiana  Circuit, 
which  extended  from  Cynthiana  to  Newport,  in¬ 
cluded  the  counties  of  Pendleton,  Harrison, 
Campbell,  Kenton,  and  Grant. 
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Leaving  the  Cynthiana  Circuit,  the  Methodist 
congregation  became  a  member  of  a  smaller  cir- 
cuit— the  Falmouth  Circuit,  which  was  begun  in 
the  year  1832. 

After  Mr.  Paul  Lair  died  in  the  year  1855, 
his  will,  when  probated,  showed  that  he  had  left 
no  heirs  to  claim  the  real  estate  which  he  had 
previously  donated  to  the  Falmouth  Society. 
Mr.  Lair  married  Martha  Frazer ,  daughter  of  John 
Frazer,  and  she  too  died  about  this  time  leav¬ 
ing  no  heirs.  Thus  the  society  received  a  clear 
title  to  the  lot  left  them  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lair. 

The  church  received  the  name  of  Mary’s  Chapel 
after  Mrs.  Mary  Robbins,  who  before  her  marriage 
to  Augustus  Robbins  was  Mary  Frazer,  also  a 
daughter  of  John  Frazer  and  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Lair. 

Augustus  Robbins,  father  of  Frazer  Robbins 
who  married  Arabelle,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson  (nee  Zerelda  Thomas), 
came  to  Falmouth  from  Canada.  He  kept  a  small 
store  there  and  was  a  man  of  moderate  circum¬ 
stances.  When  William  Henry  Harrison  was  elect¬ 
ed  President  of  the  United  States  on  a  protec¬ 
tive  tariff  platform,  Mr.  Robbins  was  advised 
to  invest  all  the  money  he  had  and  all  the  money 
that  he  could  borrow  in  hogs  which  were  then 
selling  at  $1.25  per  hundred. 

Mr.  Robbins  acted  upon  the  advice  of  his 
friend,  bought  all  the  hogs  he  could  get  and, 
sold  them  on  the  next  market  at  $3.50  per  hun¬ 
dred,  thus  making  him  a  clear  profit  of  $20,000. 
This  enabled  Mr.  Robbins  to  do  what  his  heart 
deeply  desired  to  do  during  his  life — build  a 
church  with  his  own  means  and  present  it  to  the 
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congregation  free  from  debt.  However,  he  left 
the  membership  to  furnish  the  building. 

To  this  church  building  Mr.  Robbins  gave  the 
name  of  Mary’s  Chapel  in  honor  of  his  devoted 
Christian  wife. 

Sometime  in  1853,  Mr.  Lair  and  Mr.  Robbins 
began  the  erection  of  the  building  on  the  lot 
owned  by  the  former,  and  in  November,  1854,  the 
walls  were  built  and  the  roof  was  completed. 
According  to  court  records  the  building  was 
started  about  1853  and  completed  about  1855, 
the  dedicatory  services  being  performed  in  the 
year  1856  by  the  Rev.  Bishop  Kavanaugh. 

The  original  church  has  been  twice  remodeled, 
first  under  the  ministry  of  D.  W.  Robertson 
which  was  begun  in  1890,  and  dedicated  by  Rev. 
W.  T.  Poynter  on  February  22,  1891.  The  second 
dedicatory  services  were  February  6, 1927,  which 
were  held  under  the  pastorate  of  R.  R.  Rose. 

Today  the  Falmouth  Methodist  Church  stands 
as  a  symbol  of  the  progress  which  its  members 
have  made  for  over  100  years. 
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This  brief  history  of  Georgetown ,  Ohio ,  finds 
its  place  in  this  genealogy  since  it  is  the 
county  seat  of  Brown  County,  the  county  in  which 
the  history  of  the  Garrisons  and  the  Kirks  took: 
place . 

According  to  THE  BROWN  COUNTY  HISTORY,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1888:  "It  was  on  December  10,  1819, 
that  Allen  Woods  appeared  before  Henry  Chapman, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Brown  County,  and  ack¬ 
nowledged  a  plot  of  Georgetown  containing  twen¬ 
ty-two  lots  and  two  out  lots*  Some  other  addi¬ 
tions  were  made,  May  15,  1820,  by  Henry  Newkirk 
and  James  Woods*  This  addition  increased  the 
number  of  lots  to  138*  On  September  22,  1821, 
James  Woods  made  a  second  addition*  Henry  New¬ 
kirk  made  his  second  addition  on  September  27, 
1821;  and  also  on  this  date  one  was  made  by  Abel 
Rees*  Several  others  were  made  later*  Lots  31 
and  138,  at  the  west  side  of  the  Newkirk  addi¬ 
tion  were  donated  ffor  use  of  a  public  school 
and  a  place  of  worship*1" 

Georgetown,  a  city  of  about  2000  population 
and  located  forty-five  miles  west  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  is  the  home  of  that  famous,  courageous, 
and  successful  General  of  the  Civil  War  who 
later  became  President  of  the  United  States-- 
U*  S*  Grant*  His  boyhood  home  still  stands  to- 
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day  on  Main  Cross  and  Water  Street.  Grant’s 
Schoolhouse  which  has  recently  been  taken  over 
by  the  State  of  Ohio  welcomes  many  visitors  each 
year.  Even  Shirley  Temple  is  said  to  have  reg¬ 
istered  there.  One  visiting  minister  stated 
before  our  school  assembly  that  we  should  be 
proud  of  our  city  of  Georgetown  because  it  had 
put  forth  that  great  leader,  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Georgetown  has  been  the  scene  of  many  fires 
among  which  were  two  hotels  and  the  Methodist 
Church,  the  latter  being  rebuilt  and  dedicated 
in  1927.  The  last  big  fire  occurred  in  the 
spring  of  1935  when  part  of  the  high  school 
building  and  gymnasium  was  destroyed.  It  was 
replaced  by  a  much  finer  building  which  was 
dedicated  in  1930  to  General..  U.  S.  Grant.  It 
was  from  this  school  that  the  author  graduated 
in  1938. 

Today  two  factories  are  in  operation  at 
Georgetown,  namely,  the  Georgetown  Marble  Works, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Edgar  Neu,  and  the 
P.  Sullivan  Shoe  Co.,  which  is  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  P.  Sullivan.  Georgetown  has  two  the¬ 
aters,  the  Grant  and  the  Arcade,  and  a  public 
library  (Mary  P.  Shelton  Library).  Georgetown’s 
only  newspaper,  the  NEWS  DEMOCRAT,  is  edited  by 

H.  Heizer.  Georgetown 5'S  newest  building  is 
the  post  office.  Wilson’s  Confectionery  which. 

I  own  and  operate  is  located  o.n  the  south  side/ 
of  the  public  square. 
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It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  the  readers  of 
this  book  have  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  I  have  en¬ 
joyed  writing  it.  The  task  which  1  have  finished; 
has  not  been  an  easy  one  but  I  assure  you  it, 
has  been  a  most  interesting  way  in  which  I  have) 
spent  my  spare  time.  In  compiling  the  material 
which  you  have  read  I  have  come  to  know  much 
about  my  relatives  and  ancestors.  Each  and 
everyone  whom  I  have  asked  for  information  has 
responded  graciously.  My  idea  in  writing  this 
book  was  to  give  each  member  of  the  family  a; 
record  of  his  relatives.  All  dates  given  here¬ 
in  are  correct  as  they  were  sent  to  me,  there-* 
fore  I  assume  no  responsibility  for  any  error 
which  you  may  find. 

Life  today  is  much  more  complicated  than,  iti 
was  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers.  We  are  now 
living  in  a  modern  world. 

The  joy  of  originating  has  given  stimulus  to, 
the  enterpriser  and  has  improved  both  the  qual¬ 
ity  and  quantity  of  his  handiwork.  Men  who  have) 
appreciated  the  value  of  time  are  mainly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  modern  developments  which 
have  so  enriched  the  social  and  economic  stand¬ 
ard  of  living.  Their  success  as  public  benefac¬ 
tors  is  the  direct  result  of  their  perseverance) 
while  at  work. 
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Few  men  today  realize  the  worth  of  character 
which  means  so  much  to  their  personality  and 
makes  life  worth  while.  We  today  do  not  have 
the  admiration  for  those  who  have  set  an  exam¬ 
ple  which  should  influence  us  in  the  virtue  of 
patience.  All  the  money  in  the  world  cannot 
buy  a  good  character;:  once  our  character  is 
doubted  it  is  hard  for  us  to  get  our  friends  to 
regain  their  confidence  in  us. 

The  great  achievements  in  science,  medicine, 
religion,  and  art,  of  those  who  have  lived  in 
the  past  should  appear  in  a  small  light  to  us 
when  and  if  the  ideals  and  ideas  of  this  century 
are  perfected,  but  such  ideals  and  ideas  can 
only  be  perfected  by  daring  men  who  can  endure 
the  many  hardships  of  life  and  who  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  many  human  pleasures  in  order  that 
they  may  benefit  humanity.  Many  are  those  who 
do  not  heed  the  old  Shakespearean  saying, 
"All  that  glitters  is  not  gold.” 

It  solely  depends  upon  us  if  this  present 
century  maintains  and  improves  our  economic  and 
social  standard  of  living  which  will  enable  the 
generations  to  come  to  live  in  a  world  where 
democracy  is  safe  and  where  they  may  enjoy 
"life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

Now  is  the  time  to>  prepare  for  the  future 


for  there  is  a  pleasure  in  working  and  your  time 
is  valuable.  All  of  us  have  a  great  talent 
which  is  of  great  importance  to'  us  and  our  f  el- 
lowmen.  Let  us  use  our  wisdom  of  economy  in 
satisfying  our  material  wants  and  exercising 
our  power  of  kindness  which  is  extremely  valua¬ 
ble.  AND  REMEMBER,  the  least  that  anyc  of  us 
can  do  is  to'  express  our  power  of  kindness  to. 


o 
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both  rich  and  poor  alike  and  remember  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  simplicity. 

As  this  book  is  being  completed  we  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  one  of  the  greatest  wars  in  the  history 
of  mankind.  Hitler,  that  power-hungry  leader 
of  the  Nazi  Party  in  Germany,  began  this  con¬ 
flict  when  he  overran  the  country  of  Poland. 
The  war  was  on  and  the  more  he  conquered  the 
more  he  wanted.  Then  with  all  this  the  Japanese 
made  that  unforgettable  sneak-attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor,  December  7,  1941.  War  destroys  every¬ 
thing  and  seldom  accomplishes  anything.  Human 
lives,  money,  architecture,  industry,  health, 
and  happiness  are  costly — too  costly  to  justify 
the  human  wants  of  one  or  two  individuals. 
Uncle  Sam  now  has  soldiers  on  every  front  of 
the  world  who  are  sacrificing  their  lives  that 
we  may  live.  We  on  the  home  front  have  a  large 

job  to  do.  Nearly  everything  is  rationed-- 
shoes,  gas,  canned  foods,  sugar,  and  coffee--but 
yet  we  live;  we  must  live  to  establish  a  last¬ 
ing  peace. 

"Life,”  says  a  certain  writer,  "is  a  short 
walk  along  a  narrow  thread  of  destiny  beginning 
and  ending  in  the  mysterious  unknown.  Hope 
keeps  us  balanced  as  we  walk  the  narrow  line. 
Life  is  short  as  we  see  it  but  in  reality  it  is 
without  beginning  and  never  ends,  and  long  or 
short,  it  is  all  we  have.  You  are  the  figure 
walking  the  slender  thread.  Each  of  us  walks 
alone  and  must  balance  himself  through  life. 
Millions  walk  but  a  few  steps  and  fall  back 
into  infinity  whence  they  came.  Other  millions 
walk  half  or  three-quarters  of  the  way.  A  small 
percentage  finish  the  full  span  of  life.  Hesi¬ 
tating,  balancing,  leaning  to  this  side  and  to 
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"that  side  you  go  along  the  span  that  leads  from 
"birth  to  death." 

Shakespeare  once  said,  "All  the  world  is  a 
stage  and  all  the  men  and  women  are  players." 
Although  these  lines  were  written  many  years 
ago  they  are  still  true  today.  The  world  is 
indeed  a  great  stage  upon  which  there  are  many 
actors.  The  better  'educated  we  are  the  more 
efficiently  we  can  play  our  part  on  this  stage 
of  life.  Ignorance  is  the  cause  of  turmoil  and 
strife  which  are  hindrances  to  the  development 
of  mankind  and  the  progress  of  industry. 

Such  is  life  as  I  see  it.  We  are  here  today 
and  gone  tomorrow.  We  live  only  a  short  time- 
compared  to  the  time  which  we  are  in  the  grave. 
With  only  such  a  short  time  to  live,  let  us 
make  the  most  of  life  and  live  bravely  and, 
nobly  so  that  our  descendants  may  be  proud. 

May  you  all  enjoy  a  healthful  and  prosperous 
lif  e . 

THE  END 


Georgetown,  Ohio 
July  21,  1943 


